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We're behind our 
future Champions 
as much as YOU are. 
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Sexy balls. Sexy soccer 
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Sexy, yes! 
But it’s what’s on 
the inside that counts!! 


_—§$N 
LAT Ex C@NTREL 


PERFORMANCE 
AN CE 


Only LATEX bladders provide TOTAL Only MITRE'S BALANCED backing system provides 
ball PERFORMANCE and POWER unmatched CONTROL and ACCURACY. 
The official ball supplier to: AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL SPORTS OUTLET. 


aN Mi Australian Distributors: Australia’s Power Brands Pty Ltd, 
» 4 “ Y PO Box 876, Rosebery, NSW 1445. 


Telephone: (02) 9669 5800. Fax: (02) 9669 5933. 


‘rom the Clubs 


South Melbourt 


A nother year and another Grand Final. There is no doubt that 1998 and 
PAI999 have been the most outstanding in the history of the South 
Melbourne Soccer Club. One year after having won the Championship, we 
again find ourselves at Olympic Park defending our title and striving for back- 
to-back Championships and rightfully becoming the team of the millennium. 


Since the inception of the National Soccer League in 1977, South Melbourne 
has had some terrific individual players come through the club and some 
memorable teams. However, no team has had the opportunity of winning back- 
to-back Championships such as the one that takes the field today. 


We proudly represent Victoria as the only club in any sporting code to 
currently hold a National title. Our number one ticket holder, The 
Honourable Jeff Kennett MLA is present today who | am sure as a Victorian, 
is proud of the club's outstanding achievements. 


We welcome the President, Committee, Coach and players of the Sydney United Soccer Club, who 
have equally had an outstanding year,. 


To our major sponsor, Mr. Angelo Bouzis of Viviannes Collection and the other sponsors and 
supporters, we are grateful for your ongoing support which has helped us develop into a well 
respected sporting club and today have the opportunity to create history. 


Let's get right behind the team who deserve all your support in their quest to win back-to-back 
Championships, GO SOUTHS! 
George Vasilopoulos - South Melbourne Soccer Club President 


Sydney United 


oO: behalf of the South Melbourne Soccer Club, we welcome all 
supporters and guests to the 1998/1999 Ericsson Cup Grand Final in 
which Melbourne has again qualified as the host city. 

We also congratulate Sydney United for their qualification into the Grand Final. 

Today's game could make South Melbourne the team of the 90's with a 
possible 3 championships during this decade alone. 

Similarly, back to back championships are rarely achieved in the modern 
sporting era and that alone would be unprecedented in the club's history. 


It is widely recognised that Victoria is the home of sport and yet in most 
national sporting codes, Victorian clubs have not won anything significant 
over the last few years, except for Soccer and in particular, South Melbourne. 

We look forward to the support of all Victorians so that we maintain that No.1 mantle. 

Importantly, the Champion today will go on and represent Australia in the FIFA World Club 
Championship, possibly the greatest single opportunity for any Australian Club. 


On behalf of all Victorians lets demonstrate our vocal support for the team and responsibly celebrate 
South Melbourne's success. 
Marko Franovic - Sydney United Executive President 


ANNOUNCEMENT 
Entry inside the perimeter fence of the playing area is prohibited at all times - offenders will be prosecuted. 


The setting alight of, igniting, or discharging of any type of object including fireworks, signal or smoke flares 
is strictly prohibited. 


All spectators are requested to vacate the ground within 15 minutes of the end of the game. 
Police may be requested to remove any unauthorised persons who remain after the stipulated time. 
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2 TEAMS THAT WEAR PUMA HEAD TO TOE 
BOTH MAKE THE NATIONAL LEAGUE FINAL....... 
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mf COINCIDENCE? WE DOUBT IT! 
PUMA. : PUMA NO.1 (AND 2) IN FOOTBALL 


Socceroos -v- 
FIFA World Star 


12 JUNE 1999 - 6.30PM 
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THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF STADIUM AUSTRALIA 


One hour entertainment extravaganza — Fireworks spectacular 


The best Socceroos team ever, including: 
e Harry Kewell (Leeds) 

e Mark Bosnich (Aston Villa) 
e Mark Viduka (Celtic) 

¢ Ned Zelic (1860 Munich) 


Invited FIFA World Stars include: 
e Christian Vieri (Italy) 

e Gabriel Batistuta (Argentina) 

e Dwight Yorke (Trinidad) 

e Jiirgen Klinsmann (Germany) 


Stadium Australia 


GFFIOIAL OPEWING - 19 2UNE 1990 


Secure a seat to this historic event. Six price categories are available including a ‘Family Ticket’. 
Corporate hospitality packages available through Unlimited Corporate Events on 1300 659 200 


Call Ticketek now on (02) 9266 4020 
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=ricsson Cup makes it mark 


Conn 


“nications 


Robbie Slater acknowledges the crowd in Northern Spirit's first year. 


@ occer Australia could not have hoped for better 
Deven if they had scripted it themselves. By every 
neasure, the 1998-99 Ericsson Cup season will surely 
jo down as one of the great triumphs of the 22-year 
\listory of the national league. 


Indeed, it will stand as the benchmark for the 
iture...something tangible to hold on to and to 
suild upon as football in this country enters the new 
iillennium. 


At a time when some so-called high profile sports 
were floundering, our great game finally started to 
emerge from the abyss and put itself into the 
mainstream of Australian sporting culture. 


Suddenly the other codes have started looking 
over their shoulder. Even the head honcho of the 
AFL, Wayne Jackson, recognises the real threat 
posed by the world game. 


And all of this because of the emergence of the 
Ericsson Cup, often described as the "Problem 
Child" but now looked upon as a viable, and indeed, 
much more marketable product. 


Record attendances, buoyed by the inclusion of 
Northern Spirit, the continued growth of Perth Glory 
and a willingness by other clubs, notably Marconi 
Fairfield, to embrace new marketing initiatives has 
given our sport the fillip it so desperately needed. 


And how the fans flocked to the grounds! 


For the first time in its troubled history, the League 
crashed past the magical one million mark for 
attendance figures for the preliminary season with 
the long awaited breakthrough coming in round 26 - 
four rounds before the end of the competition 
proper. 

Of course, the Glory and Spirit led the way with 
the Sydneysiders pulling off all sorts of remarkable 
achievements in their debut season, including 
setting a record for the biggest crowd (18,985) for a 
non-finals Ericsson Cup match, which had stood 
since the late 1970s. 


Both clubs ended up averaging over 16,000 per 
home match though the more established Glory 
finished on top in that little battle. 


And the crowd trend has continued in the finals 
with this season's play-offs far eclipsing the record 
set during the 1996.97 series, which were helped by 
the record 41,000 crowd that watched Brisbane 
Strikers beat Sydney United at Suncorp Stadium. 


Again, Glory has led the way, attracting crowds of 


Bernd Stange made his mark with Perth Glory helped by stars like John Markovski and Rob Trajkovski. 


25,000 and 28,000 at the WACA for play-off 
matches against Adelaide City then Marconi. Ak ng 
the way they captured the imagination of the West 
Australian public and, more importantly, the media 
and political world. 


WA premier Richard Court was quick to jump on 
the Glory bandwagon and has promised to build a 
dedicated soccer stadium, which will accommodate 
25,000 fans. Maybe you should make that a 50,000 
seater stadium, Mr Court! 


Out on the paddock there was some terrific 
football in a season which produced one of the 
tightest competitions in recent times. 


After all their problems at the start of the season 
when they lost a host of players followed by the 
financial strife which almost saw them fail to finish the 
championship, few will argue that Sydney United 
deserved to win the minor premiership. 


But, they only clinched the title in the ultimate 
round of the season, slipping past gallant South 
Melbourne, who had no say after having a bye in the 
final round. 


After a mid-season slump, Glory recovered well to 
finish third with Marconi also doing magnificently 
after going through a horror spell which saw them 
lose six on the trot and slip to ninth spot at one 
stage. 


Spirit and perennial finalists Adelaide City rounded 
off the top six while Olympic were maybe a little 
unfortunate to miss out after losing to City in the last 
round. 
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CRICGON 


Last season's grand finalists 
rlton were a major 
appointment, suffering from 
» loss of key players to 
2rseas, injuries and 
spensions, but, in contrast, 
ewcastle Breakers had their 
st ever performance in the 
icsson Cup, finishing eighth 
ith 40 points under Lee 
terrey, who was a revelation in 
; debut as a senior coach. 


it was both heartening and a 
elight to see a couple of 
terans in Graham Arnold and 
‘obie Slater return to their 
ots after distinguished 
reers in Europe. They 
2arheaded Spirit's charge to 
e finals. 


Hopefully, they have started 
trend which will see many 
nore of our overseas-based 
ws returning home to put 
mething back into the 
ricsson Cup. Apart from Arnold and Slater, we saw 

Carl Veart (Adelaide City) and Adem Poric (Olympic 
id Northern Spirit) and Robert Enes (Spirit) also find 
ieir way home after stints in England. 


Paul Trimboli launches South Melbourne's participation 
in the Ericsson Cup finals series. 


name but a few. No doubt more will follow at the end 
of this season. 


Hopefully, however, Australian soccer will continue 
to produce a rich vein of talent. Add to that the 
continued growth of the Ericsson Cup and a World 
Cup spot in 2002 and maybe the AFL's worst fears will 
be realised sooner than we all expect!! 


By RAY GATT The Australian 


Sadly, and unavoidably, the League also lost a host 
| rich talent, including the likes of Vince Grella (Italy), 
ill Damianos, Andy Vlahos, Alvin Ceccoli (Greece), 
insel Baser (Turkey) and Kosta Salapasidis (Spain) to 
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Minor premiers Sydney United after winning their way into the Grand Final. 
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The Final Series 


\ 
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. 
' 4th v 5th Elimination Final — 1st Leg 
b} 
Marconi 0 
Northern Spirit 0 
Marconi'’s 
Francis 
Awaritefe and 
Spirit's Mark 
Rudan. 


30/04/99: A record 17,246 attendance was on hand to witness Northern Spirit and Marconi Fairfield 
| roduce a bruising but even encounter at Spirit Park in the first leg of the 4th v 6th Elimination Final. The 0- 
() scoreline did not reflect the fact that both sides had their scoring chances, especially Spirit's Kresimir 
\arusic and Brendan Renaud for the visitors. 


2nd Leg Marconi 2 


| Marconi victorious Northern Spirit 1 


09/05/99: The second leg at 
Bossley Park saw the Stallions 
clinch the match and progress 
through to the Minor semi-final 
stage following a nailbiting 2-1 
win over Northern Spirit. A 
crowd of 11,319 watched 
Marconi take the lead in the 7th 
minute of first-half stoppage 
time through a Mike Smith 
header and then moved further 
ahead minutes after the restart 
when Zeljko Babic took 
advantage of a goalkeeper 
judgment error by slipping the 
ball into an open net. Graham 
Arnold pulled one back for 
Spirt, but the national league 
newcomers ran out of luck in 
their search for another 
breakthrough. 


Rebel Sport 
has all the 
soccer gear 


aot eer ve 
live the game. 
anyone can play 


McCANN REBEOI® 13 


3rd v 6th Elimination Final 
1st Leg 
All square 


at Hindmarsh 


Adelaide City 0 
Perth Glory 0 


02/05/99: There was everything to play 
for following a tension filled scoreless draw 
at Hindmarsh Stadium between Adelaide 
City and Perth Glory. The Zebras hurled 
everything at their visitors in search of a 
breakthrough, but the Glory rearguard, 
especially goalkeeper Anthony Franken, 
stood firm. Despite a scarcity of goals, 
many Adelaide supporters rated the match 
as one of their team's best this season. 


Tony Franken was in top 
form last week. 


2nd Leg 


Perth clinch 


a thriller 


Perth Glory 2 
Adelaide City 1 


08/05/99: Western Australian soccer 
received a huge boost after a thrilling 2-1 
victory by Perth Glory over Adelaide City. 
After Damian Mori gave the Zebras the lead 
direct from a 69th minute free-kick, the 
bumper 25,067 crowd went delirious 
following headed goals from Jamie Harnwell 
in the 73rd minute and Bobby Despotovski 
three minutes from the end. 
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The capacity crowd at the WACA ground last Saturday night. 


Major Semi-Final - 1st Leg 


South Melbourne secure win 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 2 
SYDNEY UNITED 1 


09/05/99: Sydney United were declared slight favourites to qualify 
from the Major Semi-Final stage despite losing 2-1 to South 
Melbourne at Bob Jane Stadium. After a fairly ordinary start, Michael 
Curcija broke the deadlock on the stroke of half-time when he followed 
up and put away a piece of Paul Trimboli magic. The home side made 
it 2-0 nine minutes into the second-half when New Zealand 
international Vaughan Coveny headed home a Goran Lozanovski 
corner. United however, produced the goal of the game when Richard 
Plesa found the mark in the 72nd minute with a glorious strike from all 
of 35 metres. 


, 


South Melbourne celebrates the winning goal. 
14 


2nd Leg 


SYDNEY UNITED 0 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 0O 


16/05/99: South Melbourne secured 
ne ground advantage for the grand 
il after a scoreless draw with Sydney 
ted at Edensor Park. The 2-1 
gregate victory meant that the 
nas had to face and beat a confident 
th Glory side the following week in 
ler to yee another crack at the 
lbourne club. United's Mile 
srjovski should have punished a 
fensive blunder from Steve losifidis in 
» 64th minute, but he surprisingly 
»t wide of the mark. South's Con 
itsis had his side's best chance in the 
h minute when his header crashed 
> the underside of the crossbar. 


Sydney United's Joe Vrkic races for possession 
in front of South Melbourne's Vaughan Coveny. 


Minor Semi-Final 


Glory Marches On 


PERTH GLORY 1 
MARCONI FAIRFIELD 0O 


cA against Marconi Faigfield 


15/05/99: The league's highest scorers, Perth Glory, moved through to the next round thanks to an own 
al from Marconi's Buddy Farah after 21 minutes. The young defender was attempting to clear a tricky Troy 
ilpin corner, only to succeed in finding the roof of his own net. A quality save from Anthony Franken to a 
ljko Babic strike just before the break, and a solid marking performance ay Jamie Harnwell, on Stallion’s 
ngerman Francis Awaritefe, ensured the home side would progress - much to the delight of a new pre- 
ind final record crowd of 27,556 at the WACA. 
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‘eliminary Final 


YOUR SOUVENIR OF A 3 
WORLD CLASS EVENT 3 (Unc? 


through 
On June 12, 1999 Stadium Australia - home of the 2000 Olympics 


— will host the stars of Soccer when the FIFA World Stars take on ‘/DNEY UNITED 2 
the Socceroos at the official opening. Sun GMORY . 
Collect your personal souvenir of this world class sporting event 


5 - - 3/05/99: Sydney United moved 
with the Official Souvenir, Program. ; this afternoon's grand final after 
olid 2-1 win over Perth Glory at 
rconi Stadium. Glory had no less 


Packed with information, the ied. oF the tne Ih tie opehkrs 


. . i bef | Mil 
commemorative program contains flowed nicl Dave Bony a Walk on 
f ¥ 1 to Glory's final ign; 
more than 80 pages of information ainiasceiugiatcn ann wean 
1) Boutsianis. 


on this spectacular event as well as ony Franken's sensational season 


L 4 ss yuntered a cruel ending when he 
feature stories including: sent-off by referee Mark Shield 


minutes before the end for Sydney United players Michael Santalab, Richard Plesa, Jacob Burns 


4 IN DEPTH PLAYER FEATURES {balling outside his penalty area. and Velimir Kupresak enjoy the victory. 
ON HARRY KEWELL, MARK | 


VIDUKA, CHRISTIAN VIERI 999 Ericsson Cup Final Series - “The Ultimate Goal” 
PLUS FULL PLAYER PROFILE Week Ending | ‘Week Ending | ‘Week Ending | ‘Week Ending | ‘Week Ending | 


2May 1999 | | 9May 1999 | 16 May 1999| | 23 May 1999| | 30 May 1999. 
¢ THE STARS ON SHOW IN a — “= ——— | 
THE PARADE OF CHAMPIONS Ist Leg Match Al 


Major Semi Final 


Can the 
Aussies defy 


Peed © A PREVIEW OF THE i 


Melbourne United 


Stadium Ausie ’ Bob Jane Stadium Edensor Park : Match F 
NIGHT’S ENTERTAINMENT, ‘Score “Score p~ Grand Final 
9) Mires. Oi —.0 = South —_ Sydney 


2nd Leg Match A2 
7 Major Semi Final b 
Sydney South 
Inited Melbourne 


—TT hg 


AND MUCH MORE 


Melbourne United 


Ist Leg Match BI 2nd Leg Match B2 
Elimination Final i Elimination Final 


Match E 
Preliminary Final i 


To order your advance copy now call The Herald Sun Shop (03)\9292 1234 or complete the coupon “Gee Glow Glory yaa oe Glory 
below and forward to: The Herald Sun Shop, PO Box 14730 Melbourne City MC, VIC 8001 p Hindmarsh Stadium WACA Ground Match D Marconi Stadium 
SRS > TOE PTC eS a a ase { Score 5) Score | Minor Semi Final “eo! Score ‘( = 
t Please forward me copies of the Official Souvenir Program for the Opening Please find enclosed a cheque payable to The Herald & Weekly Times for $ OR : ‘ Perth Marconi 

of ay Australia at the price of $8 each (including postage and handling) Please charge $ to my: O Visa O Mfard O B/card Odtmex H Ist Leg Match Cl 2nd Leg Match C2 

Please allow 7 days for delivery. Card no: —_ ; Elimination Final Elimination Final 

: Name: | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | ‘ Northern Marconi Marconi Northern 

; : f Spirit Spirit 

: Address: : i Marconi Stadium 

‘ Cardholders name: Expiry: _/ 0 Score; Score* 

H P/code: —0 2— | 

} Phone Re Signature: 
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| S Some of Australia’s leading Soccer 
identities selections for today’s game. 


BILL DAMIANOS 


(Olyroo Midfielder, formerly with South Melbourne, currently with Skoda Xanthi in 
the Greek 1st Division) 


South Melbourne 2-0 


The team will be desperate for back to back grand final victories - basically, we're 
going to be more hungry for it. 


: 


DAVID ZDRILIC 


(Socceroo, formerly with Sydney United, currently with SSV Ulm in the German 
2nd Division) 


Sydney United 1-0 
United unlucky in the first two games, and third time lucky will be ours! 


FRANK FARINA 
(Coach, Marconi Fairfield) 
South Melbourne 2-1 


ANDREW MARTH 
(Captain, Carlton S.C.) 
South Melbourne 2-0 
South's defence will shut down Sydney United and South will score on the break. 


LORENZ KINDTNER 


(former Olyroo, formerly with Sunshine George Cross, currently with KV 
Oostende in the Belgian 1st Division) 


South Melbourne 2-1 


CRAIG MOORE 
(Socceroo, currently playing with Rangers in the Scottish Premier League) 


South Melbourne 2-1 
DANNY TIATTO 
ak Olyroo, formerly with Melbourne Knights, currently playing with =u . 
Manchester City in the English 2nd Division) 
South Melbourne 24 Socceroos v FIFA World Stars 
PETER TSEKENIS ie ; in Pea 
(Captain, UTS Sydney Olympic) e the Socceroos in action against the FIFA World Stars at the Official Opening of Sydney’s flagship 
South Melbourne 1-0 ‘lympic venue, Stadium Australia. As the presenting sponsor, Ansett Australia can offer you entry 
JOE BISKIC ) the stadium and an exclusive seat to experience all the excitement of the game of the century. 
(Coach, Melbourne Knights) his spectacular event kicks off on the Queen’s Birthday weekend, and seats are filling fast. To score 
Sydney United 2-0 


sae $199 A-class ticket or a $129 B-class ticket and a great fare from Ansett Australia, call 13 13 44. 
Sydney United is a better team 


Tickets must be purchased with airfare. Conditions apply. 


ANDREW BERNAL 
(Socceroo, formerly with Sydney Olympic, currently with Reading in the English és & Pa SY 
2nd Division) °. \ YZ ° 

Sydney United 2-1 om M “ow 2 =“ 
David Mitchell’s done a terrific job at Sydney United, and besides the fact he’s a oa— 'sP —=o Sydney Zove 
smashing bloke, | think he and the team deserve the success Stadium Australia BSP 
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Andrew Bernal 
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ANSETTAUSTRALIA 


TM©SOCOG 1996. AdTown YA3464 


The Pumas’ Walter Ardone fights for the ball as South 
Melbourne's Con Blatsis towers over him. 


TAS urn tee ke ean 
South Melbourne's Michael Curcija feels the pressure as Sy 
20 


dney United's terrier-like Jacob Burns breaks clear. 
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Big Game 
Preview 


Pacouiar sentiment this afternoon will probably reside 
with Sydney United - a club that has never won the 
championship and a team which has been forced ta 
overcome so many obstacles during the course of 
turbulent season. 


_Harsh reality, however, suggests the Pumas may be 
disappointed in their quest to make it third time luchy 
after agonising grand final defeats in 1988 and 1997 


The advantage of playing in their home city makes 
South Melbourne favourites to claim back-to-back titles, 
but only just. 


Today's grand final - the sixth to be staged at Olympit 
Park in the last 10 seasons - has the makings of a clasti 
These two clubs have already met four times this season, 
and have yet to be separated by more than a goal. 


Honours are probably even. 


Sydney United overtook their arch rivals in the final 
round to claim the minor premiership, but Soutlj 
Melbourne exacted revenge in the two-legged maja 
semi to secure home advantage for the grand final. 


Certainly there is an edge to the contest. Not only 
have recent matches between these two clubs beet) 
close, but they have also been physical. With the 


ate : 


ay ) Cup at stake, don't expect anybody to pull out 
| le this afternoon. 
lve end of perhaps the best finals series in the 
5 22-year history, today's grand final promises to 
in (ting finale. 
: the past four weeks there have been capacity 
tvs across the country, highlighted by the WACA 
din Perth being soldout (with a total of 53,000 
lu) in consecutive weeks. 
standard of football has risen to the occasion - in 
linals matches so far, the margin of victory has 
Tt xtended beyond a single goal. 
led for those who claim the minor premiership 
\\ ld decide the championship - Pumas coach David 
M || among the strongest advocates - the argument 
Ny en decisively lost. 
‘ply put, the public continues to vote with its feet. 
\! year's finals have smashed previous attendance 
records 
«J at a time when the standard of the league 
ieuuins much-criticised, the players have responded to 
(li Lig stage. The finals have been 50 percent quicker 
thon matches during the regular season. 
» grand final should be no exception. But what 
shout the result? 
uth Melbourne's slight favouritism is not only based 
ou the fact that the terraces will be dominated by their 
ans. Coach Ange Postecoglou can call upon 11 
wvivors from last season's grand final, and big-match 
jcrience can never be underestimated. 

y contrast, the Pumas have only four players who 

Kino what it's like to play in a grand final - three 
urvivors from their 1997 defeat in Brisbane (Ante Moric, 
I lard Plesa and Velimir Kupresak), and fullback David 
Hiaisott, who won a championship with Sydney Olympic 
in 1790. 
ld the fact that a host of Sydney United players are 
ontially in their first full season in the Ericsson Cup, 
ile it's clear Mitchell has a big job preparing his team 
‘ontally for the pressures they will face today. 

Not that it is beyond him. 

\|\e attacking trio of Mile Sterjovski, Joel Griffiths and 
Nathan Day (one to start on the bench) has amassed 32 
4ouls already this season, so the firepower is clearly 
\y lable. The distribution from the back of Richard Plesa 
| Velimir Kupresak provides the opportunities, as 
iloes the crossing of Barrett from the right. 

iuths, of course, have plenty of their own offensive 
voury. Michael Curcija and Vaughan Coveny have 
been chvernic all season, scoring 27 goals between 
(hom. Two players who started last season's grand final 
1 the bench have a point to prove. 

uper sub John Anastasiadis - the scorer of so many 
\i wely goals over the past two seasons - is waiting in the 
wigs. Out wide Goran Lozanovski, if he plays, is a 


CHAMPIONS TO PLAY THE WORLD 


This season, the Ericsson Cup championship will mean more to the winner than just being Australian 
hampions. The eventual winner will also take part in the inaugural FIFA Club World 

‘th -14th January, 2000 at a venue yet to be announced. Mexico, USA, Brazil, Paraguay, Saudi Arabia, 

(hina, Turkey and Tahiti have all put their hand up to be the host city. 


Eight clubs will be competing, comprising of one club from each of the confederations, one club from 
the host country and the winner of the Toyota Cup (Europe/South America Cup). 

The Oceania Football Confederation qualifiers have been pencilled in for 22-31 October this year in 
| iji, with a strong possibility that all 12 member nations will be represented by their club champion. 


The nations that make up Oceania are American Samoa, Australia, Cook Islands, Fiji, New Caledonia, 
New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Island's Tahiti, Tonga and Vanuatu. 


menace both with his crossing and his free kicks. On the 
opposite flank Fausto de Amicis has the ability to 
emulate him, but in previous games against the Pumas 
has been forced to adopt a more defensive role. 

The likelihood, however, is that the grand final will be 
won or lost in midfield. In the engine room, there is 
nothing between the two sides. 

The creativity is supplied by the likes of Walter Ardone 
(if fit) and the irrepressible Trimboli, while the industry is 
offered by David Clarkson, Jacob Burns, George 
Goutzioulis and Steve Berry. Who wins the battle for 
possession, and who can distribute the ball more 
effectively, will probably decide the destination of the 


Ericsson Cup. 
ss By MICHAEL COCKERILL 
The Sydney Morning Herald 


Challenge from the 


e 
t ct p | S Some of Australia’s leading Soccer 
identities selections for today’s game. 


JOSIP SKOKO 
(oceeroo, formerly with Melbourne Knights, currently with Hajduk Split, Croatian 
|. Division) 
Sydney United 2-1 
{ey've fought hard all year and they'll keep it up through the grand final. 
RAUL BLANCO 
( cach Olyroos, caretaker Coach Socceroos) 
South Melbourne 100% 


| «perience will tell in the grand final, and South Melbourne have been there and 
Jone that. They have the players, the blend of experience and youth and it will 
see them through. 


CHRISTIAN CARE 

(\lyroo Midfielder, Marconi-Fairfield) Christian Care 
South Melbourne 2-0 

‘ydney United's luck is going to come to an end 


GEORGE KULCSAR 
(.occeroo, formerly with Marconi, currently with Queens Park Rangers in the 
Lnglish 1st Division) 

South Melbourne 2-0 


(nly because | still know a few of the lads who play for Souths, and Trimmers and 
!sson Polak probably wouldn't talk to me again! 


NICK RIZZO 
\lyroo Midfielder, formerly with Sydney Olympic, currently with Crystal Palace in the 
| nqlish 1st Division) 

South Melbourne 2-0 


" 4S Melbourne are playing in Melbourne, and they've proven to be the best side in 
(he League 


Stan Lazaridis 
STAN LAZARIDIS 


socceroo, formerly with Adelaide Sharks, currently with West Ham in the English 
‘vemier League) 


South Melbourne 2-1 


™ going for South Melbourne, purely on the fact that they've got a little more 
perience in this situation than Sydney United 


NED ZELIC 


occeroo, formerly with Sydney Olympic, currently with 1860 Munich in the 
‘,erman Bundesliga) 


Sydney United 1-0 
l\ist a gut feeling | guess! 


At Primus Telecom, we have our own worldwide fibre optic network. That means ANTE MILICIC 
the world's most sophisticated technology and customer service, including crystal socceroo, formerly with Sydney United, currently with NAC Breda in the Dutch 


e \y 
clear long distance and international calls as well as int i i : ivisi 
g well as internet connection via PRINILUUS | st Division) Ned Zelic 
) 


Internet Primus, are yours for the world’s most competitive rates. So why not join South Melbourne 2-1 
the global telecommunications company that Performs both at home and away? \ly heart says Sydney United but South Melbourne are just too hard to beat in 


www. primus.com.au Join US ON 1300 36 1466 Melbourne, aren't they? 
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A PROUD “asi |) SPONSOR 


EST, 1959 


SOUTH MELBOURNE S.C. 


Nick Orlic’after. scoring ~ 
for South Melbourne at © 
Mpic Park againstCarlton. J 


esson Cup ‘Info Hotline’ 


00 123 035 


eos Melbourne, one of the few remaining 

clubs to have played in every season of the 
ISL competition, will attempt to become only 
he fourth club to clinch back-to-back Ericsson 
up championships, when they take on Minor 
remiers Sydney United this afternoon. 


The other double champions are Marconi 
iirfield (1988-89) and elbourne Knights 
1994/5, 1995/6). Sydney City (1980-82) is the 
ily club to have won a triple championship. 


South's enjoyed 20 of the 30 weeks at the top 
the 1998/99 standings, but that didn't stop 
sidney United overhauling them in the final 
uund of fixtures following a victory against 
lelaide Sharks - while the Melbourne club had 
bye. South Melbourne can boast the best 
fensive record of all top-six clubs for the 
ison with only five defeats. Their goals 


conceded (26), is also the league's best - 
together with Adelaide City. Some of their best 
results this season, are the 2-0 wins over 
Newcastle, Northern Spirit and Marconi and 3-1 
victories against Sydney Olympic, Wollongong, 
Canberra and Melbourne Knights. 


The club has won three championships (1984, 
1990/91 and 1997/98) and runners-up in 1981, 
on top of four minor premierships. alin all, the 
club is arguably one of the most successful in 
the history of the competition. Captain Paul 
Trimboli, who without question has been a fine 
ambassador for both his club and the sport itself 
in Australia, again played a significant role in his 
side making the grand final. The 30-year old 
Socceroo midfielder is now only five matches 
away from the 350 game milestone, and four 
shy of reaching 100 Ericsson Cup career goals. 


THE SOUTH MELBOURNE STORY 


, a 


South Melbourne captain Paul Trimboli holds aloft last year's Ericsson Cup. 


TS year 1959 saw the amalgamation of three 
strong Melbourne clubs - Hellenic, Yarra Park and 
South Melbourne United. Of these clubs it appears 
that South Melbourne United was the longest 
established, formed in the early 1930s. 


In their first year of competition (1960) South 
Melbourne Hellas won the Victorian first division 
north championship - dropping only one competition 
point in the process, scoring 79 goals and conceding 
Ly 11. By 1962 Hellas had won the Victorian state 
eague, a competition along with the NSW league 
considered the equal strongest in the nation. 
Perhaps Souths' most successful season before its 
national league status was in 1966 when one of 
Greece's best ever players, Con Nestorides, joined 
the club. Nestorides' immediate impact upon 
faming was to double the crowds and help secure 
the 1966 Victorian title. After winning their seventh 
State league title in 1976 the club then defeated 
fellow state league (NSW) champions St George 3-2 
over two legs to take out the unofficial 1976 
Australian club championship series. Along with St 
George and another 12 teams, Souths then bid 
farewell to regional competition and jetted off to join 
the newly established national league in 1977. 


Despite big expectations, South Melbourne had a 
very mixed start to the national league. A low point 
in the club's national league existence was 1979. 
After a positive start to the season, Souths had all 
competition points deducted after round three when 
it was deemed that import Tony Turner had not been 
properly registered with the club. Three coaches, 
along with high profile Socceroos Jack Reilly, Jimmy 
Mackay and Jim Armstrong all left Souths that year, 
and the club finished the season in last position. 


Recovery was soon achieved, and in 1984 the club 
finished on top of the table (southern division) table. 
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However in this year, a restructure of the Ericssor 
Cup meant that, for the first time, the minor premier 
was not the champion team. Souths had to win the 
finals series to be declared true champions of 1984 
They powered through the southern division series, 
with victories over Melbourne Knights (3-2) ane 
Heidelberg (4-2). With a grand final team featuring 
19-year-old rookie Ange Postecoglou, South 
Melbourne won the 1984 grand final anel 
eal eg by defeating Sydney Olympic over 
two legs - winning 2-1 in Sydney and 2-1 in 
Melbourne. 


A grand final victory again ensued in the 1990/91 
season when 23,318 gathered to watch probably thu 
most enthralling national league grand final ever 
Here Souths defeated Melbourne Knights - albeit on 

enalties - after two hours of intensive on-field action 
had resulted in a quite pulsating 2-2 draw 
Interestingly the South Melbourne captain this day 
was Ange Postecoglou. 


The infamous ‘seven year itch' held and in 1994 
Souths secured their third Ericsson Cup gand final 
win by getting on top of Carlton 2-1, with a dramati 
winner scored by Con Boutsianis. The victorious 
coach was none other than Ange Postecoglou. 


As at the end of the 1998/99 regular season, South 
Melbourne was leading the all-time Ericsson Cu) 
competition table, with 292 wins and 147 draws fromm 
a total of 609 regular season games (with a for and 
against record of 962 goals to 703). Their record in 
all finals games is 17 wins and six draws from 46 
games (56 goals scored to 50 conceded). 


One of only three clubs to have played in all 21 
seasons of the national league, Souths supporte! 
are hungry and no less than another grand final 
victory in 1998/99 will do! 


outh Melbourne's Ericsson Cup record 
Position Average Finals Top scorer 
pote on ladder home ical record Lect Coaches 
i7 11th / 14 §200 na Peter Ollerton (6) Manny Poulakakis, Con Xanthopoulos 
/8 3rd / 14 7300 na Duncan Cummings (9) Dave MacLaren, Ted Smith 
79 14th / 14 5900 na Alun Evans (6 Dave MacLaren, Duncan McKay, 
John Margaritis 
80 3rd /14 4700 na Branko Buljevic (10) John Margaritis 
| 81 2nd / 16 6300 na Alun Evans (14) John Margaritis 
12 6th / 16 3800 na Charlie Egan (20) John Margaritis, Tommy Docherty, 
Mick Watson 
] 4th/ 16 4800 na Doug Brown (16) Rale Rasic, Len McKendry 
qn Ist* /12 5200 won national grand final Doug Brown (22) Len McKendry 
5! Ist / 12 3500 lost southern division 
preliminary final Charlie Egan (21) Len McKendry 
4s 7th / 12 3600 Danny Crainie (6) John Margaritis 
187 éth / 13 2600 na Paul Wade (8) Brian Garvey 
{8 3rd / 14 4600 lost minor semi final Angie Postecoglou, 
Paul Trimboli (8) Brian Garvey 
59 8th / 14 4100 Paul Trimboli (10) Brian Garvey 
189/90 2nd / 14 4400 lost minor semi final Peter Tsolakis (13) Ferenc Puskas 
90/91 2nd* / 14 5000 won grand final Paul Trimboli, 
Kimon Taliadoros (9) Ferenc Puskas 
91/92 3rd / 14 5300 lost preliminary final Kimon Taliadoros (15) Ferenc Puskas 
92193 Ist / 14 5700 lost preliminary final Francis Awaritefe (19) — Jim Pyrgolios 
| 1993/94 2nd / 14 5400 lost preliminary final Francis Awaritefe (11) Jim Pyrgolios 
| 94/95 6th / 13 5000 lost preliminary final Ivan Kelic (15) Frank Arok 
195/96 8th / 12 6200 - Vaughan Coveny (9) Frank Arok, Angie Postecoglou 
196/97 3rd / 14 7400 lost preliminary final Paul Trimboli (9) Angie Postecoglou 
77/98 ist* / 14 6200 won grand final John Anastasiadis (12) Angie Postecoglou 
| 98/99 2nd /15 8300 2? Vaughan Coveny (14) = Angie Postecoglou 
| ISL split into two conferences 


jrand final wins (champions) 


‘CALLING ALL SOCCER PLAYERS AND COACHES 


| Wouringigh 


WURtGIBI Ry nglA OMe Hingtt 


On the road to the top. 
/@ 


Working with teenagers. 
e 


West Ham discuss their Aussie 
~» experiment. 


be | Resurrecting a poor start to the 
"season. 
A 
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OFFICIAL SPONSORS 
SOUTH MELBOURNE SOCCER CLUB 


Viviannes Collection Australia Pty Ltd is committed to producing exclusive Australian-made, high quality ladies 
designer fashion at affordable prices. Our designer label garments come direct to you and your guests through 
personal in-home presentations by our fully trained consultants. With exclusive classic designs, romantic 
textured fabrics and alluring colours, Viviannes Collection garments are comfortable, flattering, trans-seasonal 
and stylish. To find out more about becoming a Viviannes Collection consultant, or to book your own in-home 
presentation, please telephone 1800 677 66). 


_Season 
Review 


HIGHLIGHT OF THE YEAR 


After a slow start to the season, some pundits were 
larting to ask questions about the club's ability to 
‘ake it back to back titles. Their form was indifferent 


1) say the least and it was obvious they were feelin 
‘he pinch of the losing quality players like Bi 

| \wmnianos (Greece) and Con Boutsianis (Perth) while 
1) injury to David Clarkson did not help. 


|1owever, as champions so often do, Souths hit 
lack and produced a golden run of form to win six 
ijatches in succession and climb to the top of the 


table. 


While they continued to score goals, it was their 
uperb defence which won wide acclaim, giving 
iway just 26 goals in 28 games. 


LOWLIGHT OF THE YEAR 


(here's no argument here. After taking the 
‘hampionship lead at the end of round 12, Souths 
eemingly had the minor premiership wrapped up. 
| !iey held the lead for 18 weeks in succession and, at 
one stage, had got away to a seven point break from 
Sydney United, who had hit some problems. But, a 
combination of a magic run of form for the 
‘ydneysiders and a couple of uncharacteristic slip 
105 from the Victorians saw the lead whittled to just 
lwo points come the final round. With South having 
i)» bye, United needed to beat struggling Adelaide 
Sharks at home, which they did, to claim the prize 
vi shatter Souths hope of a double. 


PLAYER OF THE YEAR 


A host of candidates and many memorable 
performances makes it difficult to pick a standout. 
Of course, the usual contenders came to the fore, 
including the irrepresible Paul Trimboli, who has 
eecbiwned himself one of the greats of the Ericsson 

up. 

Such is the esteem in which he is held that 
Trimmers has again been nominated for the Ericsson 
Cup Players player-of-the-year award. Another 
standout for Souths was Kiwi Vaughan Coveny, who 
enjoyed probably his best season in the League. He 
finished with 13 goals after the preliminary stage and 
was a thorn in the side of every defence with his 
speed. 


DISCOVERY OF THE YEAR 


Up and coming striker Michael Curcija produced a 
string of fine performances this season. Given his 
chance to maintain a regular spot in the star-studded 
line-up, the Young Socceroo did not let the 
opportunity slip past. 


With 12 goals to his credit, Curcija finished in the 
top seven of the league,s leading scorers. There,s 
little doubt this talented goalscorer is destined for 
better things and it shouldn<\#213>t be too long 
before he wins Socceroo selection. Of course, a 
career overseas is beckoning the youngster, though 
it would be great to see him have another season in 
Australia. 

Ray Gatt 
The Australian 
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South Melbourne Soccer Club season 1998/99. 
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ADVANCE 
PAPER 
SUPPLIES pry utp 


Manufacturers & Wholesalers of: 
Printed, Plain, Flat & Satchel Paper Bags 


Printed & Plain Paper Carry Bags 
Custom Print With Your Design 
Converters of White Newsprint 

Grease Proof Paper 
Cake Trays 


ADVANCE PAPER SUPPLIES Pty Ltd 
191 Grange Road, Fairfield 3078. Telephone: (03) 9499 2652 


"GREEK DIPS" 


Manufacturers of Natural Fresh Dips 


Proud Sponsor of South Melbourne Soccer Club 


24 Commercial Drive, Thomastown, Victoria, Australia, 3074 
Telephone: (03) 9465 7777 (INT +613) Facsimile: (03) 9464 1948 
Email: spirokechrisdips.com.au 


South Melbourne Coach 


Ange Postecoglou 


Making his way 


roach to the top 


Profile 


DOB: 
August 1965 


hile all the ravings have been 

for David Mitchell, Frank 
Farina and Eddie Krncevic, there 
is no question that if Soccer 
Australia goes for a local as our 
next National Coach, Ange 
Postecoglou outguns any of 
the new breed of Australian 
born coaches in terms of credentials. Postecoglou has an 


M5. Playing Career 


South Melbourne: 


)084-92/93 impressive playing record and at 33 has learned the ropes with 
193 A six years of coaching at the top level behind him. 

: Appearances / 19 goals mt 
Championship Winner: Postecoglou came through South Melbourne s junior ranks, 
1084, 1990/91 was a senior player with South's Victorian State League side as 


a teenager, and progressed to the senior side in 1984 to be the 
youngest player in the squad which clinched South's first ever 
National League title. 
He played for the Young Socceroos in the 1985 World Youth 
Championship finals in the USSR, then was extremely unlucky to 
claim just three internationals in the senior Australian national team. 


Coaching Career 


South Melbourne: 
1995/96 - 92 games 
W53-D20-L19 


He then skippered South Melbourne to its second National 
League title in 1991 before a cruel knee injury killed off his playing 
career prematurely at 27. He had great results in his first foray into 
club coaching with the Western Suburbs side in the Victorian League 
before South reclaimed its favourite son into the coaching ranks to 
become assistant to Frank Arok. 


Finals: 

W07-D01-L01 
C}ampionship Winner 
1997/98 


After three years as assistant, he stepped into the senior job - and coached 
South to win last season's Ericsson Cup title in only his second year in the hot 
seat. He is now on the verge of steering the club to its first ever back-to-back 
national championships. 

PETER DESIRA 


Herald Sun, Melbourne 


WORLD OF SOCCER 


Shop 1/48 McCrae Street, Dandenong 3175. Ph (03)9794 5860 Fax: (03) 9795 5950 


New Season Styles Now in Stock! -caps 


| erseys 


ams Available — Porto H&A Chelsea H&A Chile H * Beanies 
Arsenal H&A Tottenham H&A Newcastle United H&A England H&A Kids e Clocks 
\ston Villa H&A Sheff. Wed H Juventus H&A Scotland H ° Keyrings 
AC Milan H Derby County H Fiorentina H&A Germany H&A = Man UTD (H) & 3rd yring 
| | verpool H&A Everton H&A Sampdoria H France Aonly Juventus (H) * Scarves 
anchester UTD Blackburn H Wimbledon H&A Croatia H&A England (H) * Mugs 
((& A & 3rd Bayern Munich Red Star H&A Romania H Scotland (H) *s Fast 
eal Madrid H Celtic H&A Manchester City H&A Spain H&A Roma (H) uper-Fas' 
Hangers H&A Crystal Palace H Chile H Roma H&A Udinese (H) Mail Order 
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In the spotlight 


pz! Trimboli came through the junior ranks of Brighton 
soccer club in Victoria and was part of the golden era of 
Victorian junior soccer with the likes of Damian Mori and 
John Markovski that carried all before it in youth soccer. 
After a stint at the AIS, he launched himself into senior 
National League soccer with a season at Sunshine George 
Cross in 1987. The same year he played for the Youn 

Socceroos side which made the finals of the World Yout 

Championship in Chile. 


South Melbourne signed him the next season and he 
has since become an icon at the club - one of the rare 
breed who have totted up more than 300 
National League appearances with one set- 
up. He made his senior Socceroo debut 
against Fiji in 1988 and was hailed by 
national coach Frank Arok as the new 
shining star for the international scene 
when he scored Australia's equaliser in the 
World Cup qualifier against Israel the 
following year. Most observers believe he 
hasn't been given enough chances in the 
senior Socceroos but, despite the limited 
opportunities he has 14 goals to his credit in 
44 internationals which puts him in the top 
12 in terms of overall top scorers for 
Australia at international level. 


He was a member of South 
Melbourne's National League champion- 
ship winning side in 1991 and added a 
second title when he captained the side to 
the Ericsson Cup grand final win over 
Carlton. 


If the recognition hasn't come from 
the soccer fraternity, his fellow 
professionals certainly know a 
champion when they see one. Trimboli 
was voted Australian Under 21 
player of the year twice - in 1988 
Bid 1989 and in the top individual 
award - the Johnny Warren Medal - 
voted on by the players, he has 
emerged as Avatraltan Players’ 
Player of the Year on two occasions 
-in 1992-93 and 1997-98. He is now 
on the verge of guiding South 
Melbourne to its first ever back-to- 
back championships. And he is 
again amongst the 

nominations for player of 
the year. 
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Peter Desira 
Herald Sun, Melbourne 
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Michael Petrovic 


Con Blatsis 


Melbourne Squad 


Born: 16/7/76 

Perth, Western Australia 
Height: 188cm Weight; 80kg 
Playing Position: 
Goalkeeper 

Rep. Honours: Socceroos 
Tremendous young but 
experienced goalkeeper, 
generally regarded as one 
of the top two or three 
‘keepers in the league.His 
height and agility allow him 
to command his six-yard 
box at crosses and.corners. 


Born: 6/7/77" Australia 
Height: 192cm Weight: 86kg 
Playing Position: Defender 
Rep. Honours: Aust. Youth 
Int. (U/20), Olyroos (U/23) 
Tall, strong, tough and 
uncompromising, with no 
shortage of skill - that just 
about sums up Con Blatsis. 
Anyone playing against the 
big defender will'certainly 
know they've been ina 
game of soccer. 


The. South 


Steve losifidis 


David Clarkson 


Born: 28/12/73 

Footscray, Victoria 

Height: 184cm Weight: 75kg 
Playing Position: Defender 
Reliable defender who is 
nearing 100 Ericsson Cup 
games. He is now in his 
third season withthe 
Lakers and was'a member 
of their championship- 
Winning side last season. 


Born: 1/2/68 

Preston, England 

Height: 176cm Weight: 70kg 
Playing Position: Midfielder 
Tenacious and tireless 
midfielder who'll run allday 
and always gives 110% His 
value to South Melbourne 
was underlined when he 
won. the club’s best and 
fairest award in their 
championship season last 
year. 


Fausto De Am 
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Steve Panopoulos 


Born: 26/6/68 

Victoria, Australia 

Height: 170cm Weight: 65kg 
Playing Position: Defender 
Rep. Honours: Socceroos 
Very quick defensive 
midfielder who has 
tremendous fighting 
qualities and never stops 
running until the final 
whistle. Has vast 
experience having played 
over 200 Ericsson Cup 
matches. 


Born: 23/6/75 

Melbourne, Victoria 

Height: 169cm Weight: 68kg, 
Playing Position: Midfieide? 
Young but very 
experienced midfielder 
who has been at South 
Melbourne since he was a 
teenager and has now 
played well over 100 
Ericsson Cup games, for the 
reigning champions. Small 
in stature but an important 
player for the Lakers, 


Nick Orlie 


ight: ht: 72kg 
; Playi i Striker 
Rep. Honours: Joeys (U/17), 
Aust. Youth tnt (U/20), 
/ Socceroos 
Arguably Australia’s most 
gifted player in the past 20 
years not to have played 
' overseas, "Trimmers" has. 
tremendous vision, bundles 
‘of skill and is a superb 
finisher. He's the man that 
resses the buttons for 
jouth Melbourne’and is the 
obvious danger man. 


Born: 6/8/70 Sydney, NSW 
Height: T8&cm Weight: 90ky | 
Playing Position: Defender 
Tall, strong central defender 
who will make life very 
tough for Sydney United's 
Mile Sterjovski and 

company. Another player 
with plenty of finals 
experience, Orlic was part 

of South Melbourne's 


ght: 72kg 
success last season, 


Playing Position: Defender 
Rep. Honours: Joeys (U/17), 
‘Aust. Youth Int. (U/20) 
Skilful young midfielder 
Who's in hisifirst season: 
With South Melbourne. 
NLooks to have 9 great 
future ahead of-him and 
has already represented 
stralia at U/17 and U/20 
el. 


Born: 13/12/71 
Wellington, New Zealand 

Height: 185cm Weight: 84hy ; 
Playing Position: Striker 
Rep.|Honours: New Zealanit | 

All Whites 

Tall New Zealand 

international who's had a 

terrific year, particularly in 

front of goal . Extremely 

strong in the air and 

dangerous at set-pieces, hw 
finished the regular season 

with thirteen goals to be 

the league's fifth top score 


sight: 177cm Weight: 77kg 
‘ Fr: ; 
ing Position: Striker 

i Honours: Aust. Youth 
(0/20) 
png and skilful striker 

has mainly come off the 

Melbourne bench this 

ison but is very 

gerous around the goals. 
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Rep. Honaqurst Aust. Youth 
Int, (U/20), Olyroos (U/23) 
Another of the Lakers’ 
young guns whdé's hada 
great year, recently 
representing Australia at the 
World Youth Cup in Nigeria 
Has pace and with twelve 
goals in the regular season 
has shown he is an excellent 
finisher 


Rep. Honours:\Secceroos 
Former Soccetoo 
midfielder who is another 
of South Melbourne's very 
experienced players. Not a 
Noted goalscorer with only 
a dozen goals in more than 
200 appearances but a very 
useful player to have on 
the bench. 


Born: 2/4/78 
Melbourne, Victoria 
Height: 193¢m Weight: 
89kg Playing Position: 
Defender 

Towering young centre 
back whose opportunities 
have been limited in his 
thtee seasons at South 
Melbourne due to the 
Laker's outstanding 
defence but has avery 
promising future. 
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Height: 179¢ 

Playing Positis: 

Rep Honours: Aust/Youth = 
Int, (U/20) 

Veteran striker who has 
played in Greece but is now 
in the twilight of his career. 
Not as quick as he once 
was but knows where the 
goals are and will punish 
defences if given the 
chance. 


Born: 11/1/74 797 
Melbourne, Victoria 

Height: 180cm Weight: 88kg 
Playing Position: Midfielder 
rit lonours: Olyroos 
(U/23), Socceroos 

Highly talented midfielder» 
who has had a fantastic 
season. Very fast and 
dangerous when running at 
defences. Next to Con 
Boutsianis, is the best.dead- 
ball exponent in the 
Ericsson Cup and is also 
one of the best crossers in 
the league. 


Born: 22/8/79 5 
Melbourne, Victoria 
Height: 178em Weight: 69kg 
Playing Position: Striker 
Another young player in his 
first season at South 
Melbourne, having 
previously been with the 
Victorian Institute of Sport, 
Mustafa’s appearances this 
season have been restricted 
to eight games as a 
substitute, 


: Defender 
Rep. Honours: Aust. Youth 
Int. (U/20), Olyroos (U/23) 
Talkand slender defender, 
who has been at Solth 
Melbourne for four years —! 
but incredibly didn't start 
playing soccer until he was 
fourteen. Has previously 
had trials with top Turkish 
side Trabzenspar. 


Born: 18/1/78 

Victoria, Australia 

Height: 180cm Weight: 74kg 
Playing Position: Midfielder 
Another of South 
Melbourne's talented young 
local players tolimpress at 
Ericsson Cup level, 
Goutzioulis is currently in 
his third season after 
coming through the Lakers’ 
junior ranks and has 
become a vital part of the 
Laker's midfield. 


Michael 
Curcija 


FULL NAME: Michael Curcija 

NICKNAME: Cij 

CITY AND COUNTRY OF BIRTH: Melbourne, Victoria 
DATE OF BIRTH: 27th June 1977 , 
AGE:21 

STAR SIGN: Cancer | 
OCCUPATION: Professional Soccer Player 

MARRIED: No 

CHILDREN: No 

PETS: No 

LEFT OR RIGHT FOOTED: Right 

NATIONAL LEAGUE APPERANCES: 60 


NATIONAL REP HONOURS: 
Australian under 20, Olyroos under 23 


CLUBS PLAYED FOR: 
AIS, Heidelberg, Bulleen, Rosanna 


BIGGEST ACHIVEMENT TO DATE: 
Representing Australia 


AMBITIONS: 
To play in Sydney Olympics and overseas 


CHILDHOOD TEAM: 
Rosanna, Bulleen, and Heidelberg 


MOST ADMIRED PLAYER: Paul Trimboli 
BIGGEST INFLUENCE: Father & Family 
FAVOURITE FILM: Godfather II i) 
FAVOURITE ACTOR: Robert De Niro 
FAVOURITE ACTRESS: Jennifer Aniston 

BEST BAND/SINGER: Pearl Jam 

FAVOURITE TV PROGRAMME: WCW Wrestling 
FAVOURITE CARTOON: Simpsons 


FAVOUTE NON-FOOTBALL SPORTS STAR: 
Michael Schumacher 

FUNNIEST TEAMMATE: Fausto De Amicis 
FAVOURITE BRAND OF CLOTHING: Ralph Lauren 
GOAL YOU WANT TO ACHIVE BEFORE YOU 
RETIRE: To have enough money to retire 

WHAT IS YOUR MOST PRIZED POSSESSION: 

My Legs 


DREAM CHOICE OF WHICH WORLD LEAGUE: 
Spain 
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David 
Clarkson 


Ul NAME: David Clarkson 

MIC KNAME: Clarky 

+ 11Y AND COUNTRY OF BIRTH: Preston, U.K. 
DATL OF BIRTH: 1st February 1968 

AGE31 


5! A SIGN: Aquarius 
( CUPATION: Soccer Player / Coach -— 


MARRIED: No - Girlfriend, Dani vivatpes Collectic & > 


(}1\L DREN: Elodie (6), Brooke (4) 

I’! |S: One dog, two cats Zz 

(| | OR RIGHT FOOTED: Right ia 
NATONAL LEAGUE APPERANCES: 150 } \ ae 

NATIONAL REP HONOURS: No ’ 

(| UBS PLAYED FOR: South China, Brighton U.K. ' ’ 


(GGEST ACHIVEMENT TO DATE: 
(\ampionship with South Melbourne, AIS 86 87 


IBITIONS: Back to Back Championships 


(}ILDHOOD TEAM: 
sith Hobart, Hobart Juventus, AIS 


(MOST ADMIRED PLAYER: Paul Trimboli 


{)\(,GEST INFLUENCE: : 
joo Many to mention - Girlfriend Dani 


| AVOURITE FILM: Titanic 
| \VOURITE ACTOR: Lots 
| AVOURITE ACTRESS: Lots 


»| BAND/SINGER: 
wded House, Hunters & Collectors 
VOURITE TV PROGRAMME: English Soccer 
/OURITE CARTOON: Fog Horn, Leg Horn 
OURITE NON-FOOTBALL SPORTS STAR: 
Rafter, Michael Jordan 
NNIEST TEAMMATE: Steven Isofidies 
/OURITE BRAND OF CLOTHING: 
ya, Calvin Klein 
/\L YOU WANT TO ACHIEVE BEFORE YOURE 
|IRE: Play for Australia 
\AT IS YOUR MOST PRIZED POSSESION: 
\y girlfriend and my kids 


hf AM CHOICE OF WHICH WORLD LEAGUE: 
pain or England 
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Focus on... 


Michael 
Petkovic 


FULL NAME: Michael Petkovic 
NICKNAME: Petka 


CITY AND COUNTRY OF BIRTH: 
Perth, Western Australia 


DATE OF BIRTH: 16th July 1976 
AGE: 23 

STAR SIGN: Cancer 
OCCUPATION: Soccer Player 


MARRIED: Yes 
CHILDREN: Teaghan (4) 
PETS: No 


LEFT OR RIGHT FOOTED: Left 
NATIONAL LEAGUE APPERANCES: 71 
NATIONAL REP HONOURS: Yes 


CLUBS PLAYED FOR: 
Spearwood Dalmatinac 


CHILDHOOD TEAM: 
Spearwood Dalmatinac 


MOST ADMIRED PLAYER: 
Paul Trimboli 


BIGGEST INFLUENCE: 
Family & Friends 


FAVOURITE FILM: Perfect Murder 
FAVOURITE ACTOR: Jim Carey 


FAVOURITE ACTRESS: 
Gwyneth Paltrow 


BEST BAND/SINGER: Aerosmith 
FAVOURITE TV PROGRAMME: Seinfeld 
FAVOURITE CARTOON: SouthPark 


FUNNIEST TEAMMATE: 
Steven losifidis 


FAVOURITE BRAND OF CLOTHING: Polo 


GOAL YOU WANT TO ACHIEVE BEFORE YOU 
RETIRE: Play for Australia and overseas 


WHAT IS YOUR MOST PRIZED POSSESSION: 
Teaghan 


DREAM CHOICE OF WHICH WORLD LEAGUE: 
England 
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Ten things you 


(pr 


obably) didn’t know about 


South Melbourne 


r winning three consecutive Victorian State 
jue titles between 1964 and 1966, Souths 
hed out on imports. Ten players were 
ight out from Greece in 1968, but by season's 
all 10 had returned home. In 1969 there were 
more Greek players imported - yet again all 
ning by the completion of the season. 


only Souths coach to have a 100 per cent 
ess rate in the Ericsson Cup was Ted Smith, 
had played for Australia in the 1956 Olympic 
ies. Smith took the reigns at Souths for one 
e in 1978, when regular coach Dave MacLaren 
ill. The team won 4-0 over Footscray. 


979 and 1980 Souths purchased Alan Davidson 
Steve Blair respectively for a mere $1000 each. 
veen them, the pair ended up playing 508 
sson Cup games fr the club - which calculates 
in initial investment of $3.94 per game. 


: only Ericsson Cup game that was abandoned 
{ later replayed was when South Melbourne 
velled to Bucs Stadium to play Canberra City 
March 21, 1984. A severe and prolonged 
rm stopped play in the 82nd minute, with 
iths ahead 3-2. The replay, played five days 
er, was won by Canberra 3-1. 


tween round 1 of the 1983 Ericsson Cup 
ason, and round 15 of 1988, defender Bobby 
sell did not miss an Ericsson Cup match for 
uth Melbourne - a streak of 147 consecutive 
umes for the club. If we add the 67 consecutive 
itches Russell played for Adelaide City (1980- 
) immediately before joining Souths, it adds up 
an Ericsson Cup record of 214 consecutive 


ppearances for Russell. 
le magical Magyar Ferenc Puskas coached 


suths in seasons 1989/90 to 1991/92. Puskas is 
» of the all-time legends of the world game, 

id is frequently mentioned in soccer experts’ all- 

ne best teams. He was the captain of Hungary 
ich went through 29 games undefeated in the 
rly 1950s, and won the 1952 Gold Medal at the 
Isinki Olympic Games. 


1ongst other coaching appointments, Puskas 
,ached Saudi Arabia for two years in the early 


70s. Other former South Melbourne coaches 

o have also coached national teams are Lou Brocic (1969-71 coach of Souths and later coach of Kuwait), 
m Docherty (1982 with Souths, previously in charge of Scotland for one year), Rale Rasic (1983 Souths, four 
urs with Socceroos) and Frank Arok (1994-96 Souths, five years with Socceroos). 

own goal by Wollongong's George Souris in Souths’ 1-2 loss to the Wolves in round 18 1998/99 was 
uth Melbourne's 1000th goal in the Ericsson Cup. 

1| Trimboli (pictured) has played in front of 1,847,700 spectators in his 345 game Ericsson Cup career, up 
but not including the 1998/99 grand final. This is easily a record for an Ericsson Cup player - with an 
\gregate audience over 100,000 more than the next most popular player (Alex Tobin, 1,739,300 


ctators). 


e Papasavas medal, awarded to the Ericsson Cup's under 21 player of the season, is named after South 
elbourne's longest serving president the late Sam Papasavas. A person who held peorsnent positions with 
sth the Victorian and Australian Soccer Federations, Papasavas was one of the chie 

the Ericsson Cup in 1977. His strong commitment to youth development was acknowledged by the 


iming of the national under 21 player award. 


Defending Champions 


players in the formation 
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, SOUTH MELBOURNE S.C. 
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ACCESS 
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DIOS @ 0 : CTRO 


ALL STORE HOTLINE 13.1177 Becca 


#To new and approved 
Motorola Jazz $474 and 


Ask us for further details. + 
imi stomers 
YWFor a limited time to analogue cu: 
who take up a new digital service in the same name. 


| y ~y < 
ee @® 
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0: rob 


UDIOLINE asst IDLESS 


Le Pie SIMPLY BRING THIS 


CHER INTO ANY OF 
os OUR STORES 


(For purchases over $50) 
Must not be used in conjuction 
with any other offer. 


HO! 


st for Customers who remain connected toa prirespes eset 
e : 

i and 24 months access fees on Valu 
arpcr forfeited. While Stocks last. Not available with other Telstra 


SCR7938 
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“ 

1 this be third time lucky for the Pumas after 
ng on the losing end of two grand finals in 
ind 1996/97? Apart from their fans of 
there weren't too many pundits predicting 

United would be minor premiers this 

yet coach David Mitchell was able to 
strate his mostly young charges had more 
nough ability to overhaul the defending 
ions South Melbourne. Particularly when 
/O primary strikers Mile Sterjovski and Joel 


were absent for four games owing to 
nternational duty at Nigeria 99. 


d's Won 18, Drawn 4 and Lost 6 statistics 
,0ut following some good results against 


Eo EE 


Sydney Olympic (4-1), Gippsland (4-0), Brisbane 
(4-3) and a 1-0 victory over South Melbourne in 
Round 28 which inevitably gave United the 
minor premiership. 


The Pumas missed out on a Sydney grand final 
after losing 1-2 on aggregate to South Melbourne 
during the two-leg Major semi-final stage. They 
rebounded with a vengeance last week in the 
Preliminary Final with a well-deserved 2-1 triumph 
over Perth Glory at Marconi Stadium. Despite an 
attempt by a handful of their supporters to wreck 
the party, United more than indicated they are 
capable of relieving the Melbourne club of the 
prized trophy this afternoon. 


4 
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THE'SYBNEY UNITED STORY 


Ngee 


SOCCER CLUS 


Sled Croatia sports club emerged in 1957 and began competing as a Bayi 

soccer team one year later. Like lots of other football clubs which g 

emerged at that time, Croatia were formed to provide a haven for In Mekoums 
In Sydney 


Croatian migrants who had chosen to make Australia their new home. 
Regular season games 

1987: 1-1; Sydney Utd 2-0 

1988: Sth Melb 1-0; Sth Melb 3-1 
1989: Sydney Utd 1-0; Sydney Utd 2-1 
89/90: Sth Melb 4-0; Sydney Utd 3-1 
90/91: Sydney Utd 2-1; 0-0 

91/92: 0-0; Sth Melb 2-0 

92/93: Sth Melb 2-1; Sth Melb 5-2 
93/94: Sth Melb 2-1; Sydney Utd 1-0 
94/95: Sydney Utd 1-0; Sydney Utd 2-1 


95/96: 2-1, 2-0 both Sydney Utd; 
Sydney Utd 4-1 


96/97: Sydney Utd 3-1; Sydney Utd 2-0 
97/98: Sth Melb 3-0; 2-2 
98/99: Sth Melb 1-0; Sydney Utd 1-0 


But the Croatia Soccer Club soon became much more than just a 
social establishment. After joining the NSW first division in 1963, 
the team was one soon highly revered by opponents, with a squad 
containing many imported players from all over Europe and South 
America. Yet Croatia was also developing a strong youth team 
structure — one that eventually reaped many rewards. 


Often drawing crowds around the 10,000 mark, Croatia won 
the NSW championship in 1977, 1978, 1979, 1981 and 1982. 
The natural step was to join the national league, which they did 
in 1984. They have stayed there ever since. 


Large home crowds in their early national league days 
ensured that Croatia soon became the most popular club in 
Sydney. The club reached the Ericsson Cup finals in 1985 and 
1986, and in 1987 they won the national knock-out cup, 
defeating South Melbourne 2-0 on aggregate over two legs 


In 1988 Sydney Croatia reached their first Ericsson Cup grand 
final. A goal each from Alan Hunter and Manis Lamond led the 
team to a 2-2 draw against Marconi, however Croatia ended up on 
the wrong end of a 3-2 penalty shoot-out, giving the title to Marconi. 
Croatia's 1988 team was one chock full of Socceroos, including Tony 
Franken, Craig Foster, Graham Arnold and Robbie Slater. 


Renamed Sydney United in 1993, the club next reached the Ericsson Cup 
finals in 1993/94, and has been a finals regular ever since. After winnning the 
minor premiership in season 1996/97, they made their second Ericsson Cup 
grand final, only to lose 0-2 away to the Brisbane Strikers, in front of the Ericsson 
Cup's largest ever crowd (40,446). 


Finals games 

1988: Sydney Utd 2-1 
94/95: Sth Melb 3-1 
96/97: Sydney Utd 1-0 
98/99: Sth Melb 2-1, 0-0 


Sydney United's Ericsson Cup record 


Position Average Finals Top scorer 
Season on ladder home crowd record (goals) Coaches 
1984% 6th / 12 4100 Graham Arnold (11) Atti Abonyi, Mick Jones, Bruno Vidaic, 
Harry Noon, Vedran Rozic 
1985" 2nd / 12 5500 lost northern division Jim Patikas (17) Vedran Rozic 
preliminary final 
1986 ist / 12 6000 lost northern division Graham Arnold (17) Vedran Rozic 
preliminary final 

1987 5th / 13 6300 na Robbie Slater (9) Vedran Rozic 
1988 2nd/14 4700 lost grand final Graham Arnold, Vedran Rozic 

Manis Lamond (10) 
1989 7th / 14 3700 Graham Arnold (5) Vedran Rozic, Ron Corry 
1989/90 7th / 14 3700 David Seal (15) Ron Corry, Graham Arnold, Tony Vrzina 
1990/91 7th / 14 3500 Tony Krslovic (12) Tony Vezina, Mick Watson, 

Mladin Vrankovic 

1991/92 12th / 14 2600 Tony Krslovic (7) Mladin Vrankovic, Ivan Raznjevic 
1992/93 7th / 14 2400 - Tony Krslovic (10) Manfred Schaefer 
1993/94 3rd / 14 3800 lost elimination final Manis Lamond, Manfred Schaefer 

Ante Milicic (7) 
1994/95 3rd / 13 3900 lost minor semi final Manis Lamond, Ante Branko Culina 

Milicic, David Zdrilic (7) 
1995/96 éth / 12 4300 lost minor semi final David Zdrilic (10) Branko Culina 
1996/97 ist / 14 6200 lost grand final David Zdrilic (21) Branko Culina 
1997/98 Ath / 14 3600 lost elimination final Abbas Saad (10) David Mitchell 
1998/99 1st/15 4200 ? Mile Sterjovski (16) David Mitchell 


’ 
4 NSL split into two conferences 
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i! linal team stayed with the club in 1997/98. 


{ 


Sydney United's Jacob Burns and skipper Velimir Ki 
delighted after their Preliminary Final teh Syn pert Glory 


a] 


four of the starting XI of United's 1996/97 Socceroos Mark Bosnich, Zeljko Kalac and Tony 


Popovic, and the newer breed of Mark Babic, David 
Zdrilic, Ante Milicic and Paul Bilokapic all learned 
their trade through the Sydney United youth ranks. 
In terms of the development of such high class 
players, e Soe club has contributed as much to the 
success of the Australian national team t 

| raphe kop was the club's excellent 15 years as Sydney United. And for this they font 
‘ ‘ me, with only one loss - 3-4 to Perth acknowledged. There is no doubt many of the 
essentially young United brigade on display today 
will be Socceroos of the future. 


this massexodus, including a change of 
United were still able to finish fourth in 97/98. 
\\is season, coach David Mitchell has led the 
its third minor premiership, a stunning effort 
ring the player turnaround of recent years. A 


club has continued to be an important 
g ground for the national team. Experienced 


Andrew Howe 


VOCAL 
PROGHESSIE DANCE 


METRO NIGHTCLUB 20 BOURKE STREET MELBOURN 
TELEPHONE 96634288 www.metronightclub.com.au : 
Mireur legal ag ID Required 


18 years. Photo 


EVERY FRIDAY FROM 9PM TIL 7AM 
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YEAH! 


ON 
NETWORK 
VODAFONE: 
SPEAK FOR 
40 SECONDS’ 
PAY FOR 


10 


With Vodafone’s One Second Ca 
Plans you only pay for the time you usé 
~ second by second. So don’t wast 
a second and don’t waste a cenl 
Connect to Vodafone. 


* Flagiall apr 


Season 
Review 


SEASON HIGHLIGHT 


ere do you start in what was a wonderful 

n for the Pumas on the field? Obviously, 

ng the minor premiership is upper-most in 
I ! Mitchell's mind. 


ng first past the post is usually indicative of the 

jths Sad Wagslcneonte of a club. The Pumas put 

her seven wins and a draw in their last eight 

es to snatch the minor premiership from South 
i urne in the last round. 


way the club battled in the face of adversity 
‘ ally in regards to their well-documented 
Wy al problems, which almost saw them kicked 
\ { the competition mid-season, was another 
ly in their cap. 
yone associated with the club will feng 
Ty ber the sacrifices the players, coaching staff 
licials made to keep the Pumas afloat in their 
i i times. 


*SLASON LOWLIGHT 


| juestion about it, the financial disaster which 
ili aw the end of this proud club. A lesser club 
' ave thrown up their hands and surrendered 


also difficult at the start of the season when 
litchell had to contend with losing a host of 
' players, forcing him to rebuild =f squad. 
I to a slow start to the season. 


disturbing crowd problems also came back 
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Sydney United 


to haunt the club, especially after the Preliminary 
Final win over Perth Glory. 


PLAYER OF THE YEAR 


Any one of the squad would be a worthy winner 
for the sheer fact that they all played for each other 
and pulled together when times got tough. Young 
strikers Mile Sterjovski (NSL goalscorer of the year) 
and Joel Griffiths proved to be a dynamic pairing up 
front, causing all sorts of problems for opposition 
defences. Midfielder Jacob Burns had his best, while 
sweeper Richard Plesa was outstanding. Then there 
was the ‘old man' of the team, Vel Kupresak who was 
simply super. And in a photo finish, the winner 
is...Sterjovski, narrowly ahead of Kupresak. 


DISCOVERY OF THE YEAR 


Two contenders...Griffiths and the human sprinting 
machine, Danny Townsend who was plucked from 
the relative obscurity of the NSW State League but 
impressed with his speed and toughness. Griffiths 
had a wonderful labels season, culminating in his 
selection for the Young Socceroos squad for the 
World Youth Cup in Nigeria. Lightly framed Griffiths 
looked like he would be broken in two by some of 
the more rugged Ericsson Cup defenders, but he 
never took a step back and always bounced straight 
up when hit. A real poacher, he scored eight goals 
and is in line for the Ericsson Cup rookin-ortic-pear 
- and he would be a worthy winner too. 

Ray Gatt 
The Australian 


Here at BMW Melbourne, we have an impressive line-up of new 3, 5 and 7 Series. 
Along with perfection in Approved Used BMWs, service and parts. All in our dazzling 
but relaxed showroom. Nearby, you'll also find perfection, with Dietmar Scheidle & Co. 
Not just the only body repairer we recommend, but the 1998 Victorian AAMI/APP 
repairer of the year. BMW Melbourne, at Southbank. Corner of Southbank Boulevard 
and City Road. (03) 9268 2222. Everything is here, and near. 


“DIETMAR 
moro! 


SCHEIDLE & Co. 
Wt HOOT REPALCS 
P= 9802 40t1 


Dietmar Scheidle & Co., 3/90 Market Street, A 
South Melbourne, (03) 9682 4011 or 
0411 145 145 


BMW Melbourne. 
At Southbank. 


Sheer Driving Pleasure 


Pumas Coach 


A new breed in the NSL 


avid Mitchell was one of the few people 
who thought at the beginning of the season 
that Sydney United would be a force in this 
year's Ericsson Cup. 

No one gave the team a chance but 
after 33 weeks, Mitchell has steered 
the Pumas into the grand final with 

a continuous display of faith which 
inspired his small squad of 17. 

Not for him the stand-off 
coach who shouts instructions 
for the side at training or 

scribbles magic formulas on 

a ialackboard: 

David Mitchell is passionate yet polite, praises and supports his 


players, credits his opposition and even referees have a good 
word for him. 


Coa ch 
Profile 


Norn: 13.6.62 - Scotland 
Moved to Australia aged 7 


Senior Playing Career: 
Hiicsson Cup: Adelaide City 80,81,82,84 
Sydney City 82,83,85 
Sydney Olympic 96/97 
Sydney United 97/98, 98/99 


Overseas: Glasgow Rangers (Scotland) sca coaches are ea to be a < a ces 
everyone knows nice guys don't win matches but the new bree 

Pintyacht Frankfurt (Germany) of Mitchell has once pr proved the critics wrong. 

! eyenoord (Holland) He has been a winner with Glasgow Rangers in the 1984 

' Nelsea (England) Scottish Cup, England's Division One with Swindon, the league 

Newcastle (England) and Cup double in Malaysia with Selangor. 

, Add his playing experience with Sydney City and various 

SWiridon (England) 


overseas teams after his Ericsson Cup debut in 1981 for Adelaide 
City and 45 appearances for Australia - what more was left except 
to be a successtul coach. 

"I'm not kidding myself about winning the minor premiership and 
the preliminary final. All that did was put us into the grand final," said 
the down-to-earth Mitchell who is one of four finalists for national 
Coach of the Year. The other three are Graham Arnold (Northern Spirit), 
Ange Postecoglou (South Melbourne) and Bernd Stange (Perth Glory). 


leniy (Turkey) 
Millwall (England) 
Selengor (Malaysia) 


Coaching Career: 


6/97 Olympic - 10 matches Don't bet against Mitchell taking out a remarkable double. Sydney 
97/98 Sydney United United, with its history of international players, has another chance to 
Hh inatches complete that one final step to becoming national champion. 

01/99 Sydney United In their 16 seasons in the Ericsson Cup, the Pumas have finished 10 times in 
Win ches a far the top six and have been beaten in two grand finals. A Tony Henderson penalty for 
ae ot 20/5/99 Marconi deprived them of the 1988 title and Frank Farina's Brisbane Strikers stopped 


them in season 1996/97. 


Can the David Mitchell youth charge, bolstered by a small group of veterans, finally achieve 
the one prize which has eluded the club. Will third time be lucky for the Pumas? 


Ted Simmons 


: caster is the new solo soccer trainer that improves your kicking, trapping and 


' kicking leg. This is a must have product for all soccer players. 
ble in 8 models for ages 5 to adult, starting from just $26.95 


rer Available only from This is a must have product 
cc Myers City Store, Chadstone & Southland 


for all soccer players 


! 

ve a FREE Kickmaster training video ' 
Sports Importz, 100 Rowe St, Eastwood 2122. Limit 1 perhousehold. 
Offer ends 30.6.99 www. kickmaster.net ! 
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Setting the 
example 


7 
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J. Burns 


GH above the attack rose the recognisable head 


of Velimir Kupresak doing what he does best - 
Bing the opposition. 
Sydney United fans left little doubt on their 


NGS for Kupresak when they voted him as their all- 
tiM@taVourite player. 


: 
« 


nding his 10th season with the club and his first 
' A 


aptain, the long serving defender has had 
outstanding 
MWwith his skills, 
defence and 


Adelaide City 


trik 


[<i <]<] [ld] [ddd did] dia crews 


LA | 
Newcastle Breakers 
Marconi Fairfield 


D. Barrett - 
sd di<il | ld li didididididiq 
a4 <] <<] [ll <<) [4 ]¥. Kupresek 4 


||| | |<) 4) || | did) 4) did] qd) did) df Press 


piesak started playing soccer at the age of five in Croatia 
W@ learned his trade before coming to Australia. 


~ | co 


N.D 
pete ae tat eee = parenet st estst terete tet tebe LE eo 


As "Stopper, he has been a tower of strength to the younger 
layerBinithe Pumas and is rarely beaten in the air. 


Not be the fastest player on the field but his 
Nn and reading of the game usually find 
ion to block out the opposition. 


E 
< 
| 


=< 


as been his sixth finals series since 
ited in 1989 and it will be his second 
| 


through his playing 
Work hard and never give up". 


Ted Simmons 
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Andrew Crews 


\ 


s 


Born: 18/8/73 Sydney, NSW 


Height: 193cm Weight: 77kg 


Playing Positiont be 
Very tall, promising young 
goalkeeper who wes the 
club's number One “keeper 
at the start of the season 
but after playing the first 
seventeen matches has 
been sidelined with injury. 


trong 

. defensive is Season, 
His height makes him.very. 
dangerous at set-pieces a 
he was part of Australia’s 
1995 World Youth Cup 
campaign: 


«previously p' 


ing, 
Adelaide Sharks. Day 


very. determing player who’ 
is strong in the,air and never : 


shitks an issuer backs 
away from a challenge. 


Playi 
Rep. Hono 
Veteran defender 
300 Ericsson Cup gam 
his credit.;Tough and 
uncompromising, Barrett, has 
already tasted Ericsson Cup 
success as amember of . ) 
Sydney Olympic's ; 
championship-winning side 
in 1990. = 

be Aw 


y midfiale 


who never stops running and | ‘ 
never gives less than 110%. 


His détermination and 
aggression ihymidtjeld 


together with his distribution” 


make him anelof ithe big 
danger playets for the Glory. 


Tall'and solid) Hels become.a © 
key member of their midfield, 


after previously, playing eight 
seasons at Blacktown City In 
the NSW State League, 


Walter Ardo e 


: 1/9/63" 
- Laslovo, Croatia § | 


J 


Height!183em Welghti87kg_ 
Playing Position: Defe 

Now in his tenth s 

with the Pumas, ys He 
Croatian-born defender my, 
not be the quickest around, 
but his determination and 
know-how make him oné of 
the league'stoughest 
defenders. 


Height: 175cm Wei 

Playing Position: Mi 

Rep: Honours: Soccet 
Talented former Sogceroo in. 
his first season with the 


other Ericsson Cup clubs and 
also overseas. Has great, ° 
vision and can split open & 
defence with one brilliant pass. 


Height.175¢m Wal 
Playing Position: 

Rep. Honow 
Promising yo mi 
who was a member 
Joeys squad. Has had 


experience in Scotland with» 
Aberdeen, Motherwell and) > 


Hibernian, even playing 


against former England star 


PaulhGasgeine. 


Mile Sterjovsk 


Pumas, aftér playing forthree. & 


United play 

clus who were ps 

losing side in the 1997 
Ericsson Cup final. Fast 
establishing himself as a 
top-quality defender, he's 
also. dangerous shooting 
from distance. 


Rep. Honours; Aut 

Int (U/20), Olyroos 

Very exciting yor 

with all the attrib ‘ 

long, way in’soccer. He 
strong, very quick and, 
finishes well with heador 
foot. Will.need to be mark 
extremely ves 4 by whoever 
gets the job on him. 


= 
Started playing soccer at 
the rélatively late age of 
eleven and has had limited 
opportunitiesithis season: 
but a youngster Sydney 
United will be looking to | 
the future. 


pocket dynamo, 
ind often comes on as 
Ustitute and causes 


havoc among tiring defences ” 


with biselectrifying pace. 
e's also extremely 

ious and fights like a 
Sfrier for possession. 


J 

Mos, after coming 
gh the Australian 
of Sport. 


Michael San 


J 

Born: 25/8/79 Canbe 
Height: 182cm Weig! 
Playing Position: 

Sweeper or Defender _ 
Teenager who has made a b 
impression on player/coach 
David Mitchell, playing in 
most of Sydney United's 
games this season, Also 
played for the Australian 
Institute of Sport team in the 
National Youth League. 


Height: 189¢m Weight: 
Bikg Playing Position: 
Defender 

Tall defender who has 
been biding his time at 
Sydney United for five. 
seasons now after playing 
for the Pumas junior sid@s 
Yet to play a first-team 
game but at only 21 has 
plenty of time on his side. 


Rep. Honours: Aust Youth 

in (U0 AN 
In his first-year at Sydney 
United bur h: Ss i lished ©) 
himself as a regular in the 
Pumas inesup this season. 
Played with Scottish club 
Aberdeen as part ofa 
scholarship to Scotland. 


avi 


Mike Gibson 


d Mitchell 


Weight: 85kg 
Playing Rosition! Striker 
Rep. Honours} Socceroos 
Powerful, strdgig striker who 
has done wonders as 
is 84a of the Sydne: 
inited team on limited © + 
resources. Playing 
appearances are now quite 
rare and usually restricted to 
brief appearances off the 
bench bee still knows where 
the goals are after years of 
playing in the top leagues 
around Europe. 


Rep. Honours: 

Has found it difficult to find a 
spot in thestrong Sydney 
United midfield this year but 
has played alcouple of 
seasons inith® lower Italian 
divisions ws Wall as 
representing the Joeys. 
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Dem Weight: 90kg 

tion: Goalkeeper 
Veteran ‘keeperwith near! 
300 Ericsson Cut games . 
under his belt who initially 
started the season as the “0. 
club's specialist goalkeeping } 
coach but was forced to 
take to the field midway 
through the season after 
injuries struck and has 
performed superbly for the 
Pumas. 


= 
7) 
© 


Robert Ang 


Rep. Honours: 

with Socceroos». 

An exciting young player 
blessed with tremendous 
pace and skill. Has a good 
goalscoring record in his 
irst season in the Ericsson 
Cup and recently 
represented the Australian 
U/20 side at the World 
Youth Cup. 


0 


Borns 25108 
Melbourne, Victoria 
Height: 173¢m, Weig! 

kg Playing Position: 
Midfielder, or Striker 
Another of the Pumas. 
promising young brigade 
that they'll be I5oking to 
in the future) Angievski is 
in his third season at the 
club but has yet to make 
his Ericsson Cup debut, 


C 


a 
Ot 


FULL NAME: - 
Mile Sterjovski 


BIRTHPLACE: 
Wollongong, Australia 


PREVIOUS CLUBS: 
AIS, Wollongong City 


MARRIED: No 
CHILDREN: No 
PETS: No 


CHILDHOOD TEAM: 
Lake Heights JSC, Wollongong Olympic 


MOST ADMIRED PLAYER: 
Velimir Kupresak 
BIGGEST INFLUENCE: 
Parents & Grandfather 
FAVOURITE FILM: Eraser 
FAVOURITE ACTOR: 
Sean Connery 


FAVOURITE ACTRESS: 
Jennifer Love Hewitt 

BEST BAND/SINGER: 

Live / Kiss 

FAVOURITE TV PROGRAMME: 
Friends 


FAVOURITE CARTOON: 
SouthPark 


Michael Jordan 


FUNNIEST TEAMMATE: 
Richard Plesa 


FAVOURITE NON-FOOTBALL SPORTS STAR: 


Focus on... 


JAME: 
eoffrey Burns 


AME: 


ND COUNTRY OF BIRTH: 
NSW 


)F BIRTH: 21st April 1978 


GN: Taurus 

ATION: Full time soccer player 
D: Single - Girlfriend Eileen 
EN: No 

2 

* RIGHT FOOTED: both 

AL LEAGUE APPERANCES: 57 
AL REP HONOURS: Olyroos 


AYED FOR: 
e, UTS Olympic 


ACHIVEMENT TO DATE: 
\ the National League 


NS: 
iccessful player and to travel overseas 


)OD TEAM: 
ipic, ST George, Sydney United 


)MIRED PLAYER: Kresimir Marusic 
INFLUENCE: Parents 

E FILM: White Men Can‘t Jump 

E ACTOR: Woody Harrison 

‘E ACTRESS: Salma Hayek 
ID/SINGER: Jamiroquai 
lE TV PROGRAMME: Seinfeld 

E CARTOON: Bugs Bunny 

E NON-FOOTBALL SPORTS STAR: 


ds 
E BRAND OF CLOTHING: 
e, Sabbab 


U WANT TO ACHIEVE BOFORE YOU 
iy Overseas and be successful 


HOICE OF WHICH WORLD LEAGUE: 
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Mike 


Gibson 


FULL NAME: 
Michael Graham Gibson 


NICKNAME: 
Gibbo 


CITY AND COUNTRY OF BIRTH: 
Australia 


DATE OF BIRTH: 
1st March 1963 


AGE:36 
STAR SIGN: Pisces 


OCCUPATION: 
Soccer Player 


MARRIED: Yes 

CHILDREN: Yes 

PETS: No 

LEFT OR RIGHT FOOTED: Right 


POSITION PLAYED: 
Goalkeeper 


NATIONAL LEAGUE APPERANCES: 274 


CLUBS PLAYED FOR: | 
St George, Penrith, Olympic, Marconi 


BIGGEST ACHIVEMENT TO DATE: 
Playing for Australia 


MOST ADMIRED PLAYER: 
Paul Trimboli 


BIGGEST INFLUENCE: 
Parents & Wife 


FAVOURITE ACTOR: Lots 
FAVOURITE ACTRESS: Lots 


FAVOURITE TV PROGRAMME: 
Seinfeld 


FAVOURITE CARTOON: Simpsons 


Michael Jordan 
FUNNIEST TEAMMATE: Mitch & Laurie 


DREAM CHOICE OF WHICH WORLD LEAGUE: 


England 

WORDS OF ADVICE: 

Never give up 

MOST DIFFICULT PLAYER: 

Anyone who takes a shot 
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FAVOUTE NON-FOOTBALL SPORTS STAR: 


Ten things you 
(probably) didn’t know about 
Sydney United 


4 


nce its establishment in 1958, the club has been known as Croatia (1958-64), Metro Adriatic (1965), 
vuth Sydney Croatia (1966-1976), Sydney Croatia (1977-83), Sydney CSC (1992/93) and Sydney United 


93/94). 


ib won eight, drew one and lost one. 


| perhaps the most ambitious overseas tour taken by an Australian club side, the Sydney United team of 
78 visited and played against teams in Edmonton, Calgary, Toronto (two teams), Hamilton (all Canada) 
d Cleveland, Windsor, London, Chicago and Los Angeles (all USA). In these 10 games, the Australian 


| 1981 the club won the NSW state league championship, after getting through the entire season (26 


wes) without losing a game, and attracting an average home crowd of over 6,000. Meanwhile in the 
/81 national league, champions Sydney City attracted an average 2,800 to its home games. 


its first year in the Ericsson Cup (1984), Sydney United went through five coaches. After round eight, 
ted were last on the ladder and inaugural Ericsson Cup coach Attila Abonyi was shown the door. Then 


lier three games at the helm, Mark Jones quit. Bruno Vidaic temporarily then took charge for three 


mes, until Harry Noon was appointed. Noon lasted nine games until replaced by the imported Vedran 


ic with five games remaining. 


fran Rozic was perhaps Sydney United's greatest ever player. Rozic captained the club in 113 Ericsson 


» former-Yugoslav scene in the 1970s. 


up games from 1984 to 1989, and was the club's coach for all but one of these games. Rozic had played 
ver 600 times for strong Croatian club Hajduk Split between 1972 and 1984, a club which dominated 


1s Sydney United, along with Sydney Olympic, who virtually kept the northern division of the Ericsson 
financially viable in the years of a dual-conference league, 1984 to 1986. United's average home 
id during this period was 5,100, with Olympic not far behind (4,100). Of the remaining northern 


lvision clubs, Marconi with 2,200 was the only other team who averaged more than 2,000. Penrith City's 


erage 1985 home crowd of 650 falls to 510 when the home game against Sydney Croatia is removed 


un the equation. 


rent United goalkeeper Mike Gibson is only one of two goalkeepers to have scored a goal in open 
in the Ericsson Cup. In a deferred mid week game in June 1988, the then St George 'keeper spotted 

ounterpart Bob Catlin off his line. Gibson booted a high ball which bounced once, well over the 
iconi ‘keeper's head, and into goal within the first minute of this game. St George won 3-2. 


10. 


United jointly hold the record of consecutive wins in 
the Ericsson Cup. A nine match winning streak 
started with a 3-1 victory over South Melbourne on 
20 October 1996, ending with a 2-1 win over 
Gippsland two months later. This equalled the nine 
consecutive wins Ericsson Cup record set by 
Olympic in 1984. 


The world-wide dispersal of Sydney United's 
1996/97 grand final team was unprecedented in 
Australian soccer. From the starting XI of this game, 
only three continued on with the club for the 
following season. Those who left were overseas 
departures Ante Milicic (who went to Holland), 
David Zdrilic (Switzerland), Aytek Genc (Malaysia) 
and Zeljko Kalac (England - although returned soon 
after). Mark Babic (Marconi), Ante Moric (Canberra) 
and Kresimir Marusic and Robert Trajkovski (Carlton) 
moved to different Ericsson Cup clubs. 


New Guinea-born Manis Lamond holds the record 
for number of Ericsson Cup appearances for United, 
with 239 games played between 1986 and 1996. 
However he started in only 200 of these games. 
Lamond also holds United goalscoring record, with 
63 goals. Velimir Kupresak (left) has started the 
most games for United, with 221 starting plus five 
substitute appearances for a combined amount of 
226 appearances for the club. 


Joe Didulica 


Clayton Zane 
- | 


Mark Viduka 


Some of Australia’s leading Soccer 
identities selections for today’s game. 


TOM SERMANNI 
(Coach, Canberra Cosmos) 

South Melbourne 2-0 
Souths have been the toughest to play this season 


GORDON HUNTER 
(Captain, Canberra Cosmos) 


South Melbourne 2-1 
Close one, but the home town advantage, I'd back Souths 
NICK CARLE 
(Olyroo Striker, Sydney Olympic) 
South Melbourne 1-0 
JOE DIDULICA 
(Olyroo Goalkeeper, Melbourne Knights) 
Sydney United 2-0 


Mitch’s boys are going to fire up, Richard Plesa is going to blast another 30 metre 
goal into the top corner, and Mile Sterjovski will score the goal of the year! 
KASEY WEHRMAN 
(Olyroo Midfielder, Brisbane Strikers) 

Sydney United 2-1 
United have had a rough year, and | don’t think they'll come this far without 
taking something - Sidshay deserve it. 
STUART MUNRO 
(Coach, Gippsland Falcons) 


Sydney United 2-1 
Call it a gut feeling, but | think United can get up 
BRETT EMERTON 
(Olyroo Captain, Sydney Olympic) 
Sydney United 1-0 
Because they've got Mile Sterjovski, and he'll score the winner. 
CLAYTON ZANE 
(Olyroo Striker, Northern Spirit) 
Sydney United 1-0 


Their form over the season should see them fight it out for a win in the grand finaly 


MARK VIDUKA 
(Socceroo, formerly with Melbourne Knights, currently with Celtic, Scottish 
Premier League) 


Sydney United 2-1 
| think United can keep the momentum up to see it through. 
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Olympic Park 


Venue for today’s Grand Final 


f 


herald the start of last year’s Ericsson Cup Grand Final at Olympic Park. 


eart of Australia's premier sporting precinct is Olympic Park, one of the country’s premier sporting 
‘s. It has played host to a number of exciting events, including Speedway and Jon Bon Jovi, Michael 


\ and Beach Boys concerts. In addition, the National Soccer League grand final was held at Olympic 
(year. In fact, the venue was the home of the qualifying groups for soccer and athletics for the 1956 


Games. 


ypic Park's track was replaced in 1996/97 and is currently used for major athletic events, school 


tions and athletic training. 


t developments have seen the demolishing of the eastern sports ground which was the home of the 
ne Greyhound Racing Association to make way for the City Link Project. 


the introduction of the new National Rugby League team Melbourne Storm, further upgrades 
iced in the corporate area within the western grandstand which included the refurbishment of the 
ie backstage, VIP clubrooms and new seating and fencing to ensure public comfort. 


8,500 seating and standing capacity of the sports ground was designed to ensure that patrons are 
the action and that they enjoy an uninterrupted view of the pitch. Viewing boxes and media rooms 
‘n positioned in the grandstand to guarantee the best possible position for viewing the ground for 
1) cameras, radio journalists and press photographers. 
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ee PARTHENON 


MARBLE 


Director: Panos Margaritis 


With 20 Years Experience 


IMPORTERS & 
DISTRIBUTORS 
OF MARBLE 
& GRANITE 


Proud Sponsors of the 
South Melbourne Soccer Club 


Phone: 9499 8833 
Fax: 9497 3358 


8 McKAY CRESCENT, FAIRFIELD 


Open 
Mon-s¢tt 
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fA Ee i iA 
OR CHIT TES 
fevent: 
Subject to change 
12.00pm Gates open 
12.15 National Youth League Grand 
Final Adelaide City vs Australian 
Institute of Sport 
1.00 NYL Grand Final half-time 
1.10 NYL Grand Final kick-off second 
half 
1.55 NYL Grand Final full-time 
+ 2.05 Sony Music Promotion 
tralians all let us rejoice * 
we are young and free; » 2.25 Merril Bainbridge on stage 
‘ve golden soil and wealth for toil 
home is girt by sea, 2.35 Ericsson Cup Grand Finalists 
and abounds in nature's gifts, warm-up on pitch 
sauty, rich and rare, ae 
story's page let every stage 2.45 Ericsson Cup highlights package 
nc | air. F 
hpbscsorysi ls ae 3.02 Skydivers 
yful strains then let us sing 
ince Australia Fair, 3.10 Australian National Atham 
ath our radiant Southern Cross 3.15 Ericsson Cup Grand Final KICK- 
| toil with hearts and hands OFF 
iake this Commonwealth of ours, 
wned of all the lands. 4.00 Half-time and Ericsson Australia 
hose who've come across the seas promotion 
e boundless plains to share; ; 
courage let us all combine mre Kick-off, second half 
tog Australia Fair. 5.00 Full-time and presentation 
jul strains then let us sing ceremony 
nce Australia Fair. 


lay’s Referee is 28 year old FIFA accredited Simon Micallef, who is married with one child. He 
iyed junior soccer before taking up the whistle in the Granville (NSW) Junior Association and has 
run the middle for a number of home based internationals. 


has recently returned from the Nigeria '99 World Youth International Tournament where he was 
\ed to referee the semi-final between Japan and Uruguay. 


illef is employed by National Australia Bank as a compliance manager for both NSW and 
nsland. His father Dennis, was also a referee. 
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The National Youth 


League By Roy Hay 


Bibs best-kept secret in Australian soccer, the National 
Youth League, had a very curious season. The 
Northern Division with 15 teams was highly competitive. 


Northern Spirit brought a breath of novelty and a lot 
of talent including the Griffiths brothers, Adam and 
Ryan, Adam Snyder and Daniel Watkins, reaching the 
Preliminary Final in its first season. The AIS and Sydney 
Olympic battled out the minor premiership and while 
the all-round strength of the Institute and the 

oalscoring prowess of Elias Demourtzidi, Kevo 

ulessenian, Ivan Ergic and Joshua Kennedy saw it to 
the title, it was Olympic which came out on top in the 
Preliminary Semi-Final. 

Newcastle also made it into the last four, bowing out 
to the Spirit in the Elimination Semi-final. Marconi, 
thanks to the competition's preps goalscorer Mark 
Magger, Wollongong Wolves and a highly competitive 
New South Wales Institute of Sport challenged for the 
play-off spots but just came up short, while Queensland 
Academy faltered a little on the run in. Simon Catanzaro, 
Dylan McAllister, Nahuel Arrarte and Mark Byrnes 
starred for NSWIS. All these clubs played a mixture of 
Under-19s and much younger players in the spirit of the 
youth league. Clubs have realised that you cannot 
promote a whole youth squad at once and so it is 
necessary to use a range of age groups at this level. 


Adelaide City’s Mero Gosti challenges 
Ivan Ergic last year's Grand Final. 


AIS star Daniel Oneford has control 
in last year's Grand Final. 


In the Southern Division only seven teams took part iti 
1998-99, with Carlton taking the minor premiership and 
eventually the title after a close 1-0 win over Gippsland 
Falcons. Ace Stojcevski’s penalty kick proved decisive 
Deniz Ekici finished as top scorer for Carlton with 15 
goals, and Tony Ouliaris had 11. 


The Falcons came with a late run to beat the VIS and 
South Melbourne in the play-offs, the latter by four goals 
to three including a golden goal in extra-time. What made 
this result more extraordinary was that South Melbourne 
led 3-0 at one point thanks to a Grant Kennedy hat-trick, 
but the Falcons came back from the dead. 


South Melbourne had an excellent season with 
Andrew Masholan top scoring. The VIS was on track for 
a crack at the title until the mid-season switch of 
pieoxa as the likes of Johnny Cvetanovski, and Naurty 

ekulovski went to the AIS and Scott McDonald joined 
Falcons where he went straight into the senior side. 


Melbourne Knights had an ultimately disappointing” 
season, though it did blood a number of youngsters who 
look like being big assets to the club in future. The same ~ 
was true of Bulleen. Mathew Colina and Mark Tsiorlas, ~ 
who went to the VIS, are two to watch out for in thea 
future. Albury Wodonga never gave up trying and 
Quentin O'Grady battled hard all year. i 


In South Australia it was Adelaide City's year. City” 
finished third in the league behind Adelaide Sharks and 
the South Australian Institute of Sport. A victory ovef 
Western Strikers, who came fourth, put City through ta 
meet the Sharks whom they overcame by three goals tq 
nil. The Grand Final against SASI was settled by a single 
goal from Michael Cartwright in 28 minutes. Simor) 
Cecere, Nick Budin and Sam Moro were the best for City, 
while SASI's top players were Goulding, Saric and Agius 
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National Youth League 1998/99 
SOUTHERN DIVISION 


Final Table 
Team P WwW D L F A Pts 
( orlton 24 17 4 3 73 26 55 
with Melbourne 24 14 3 7 44 25 45 
LS 23 11 5 7 47 33 38 
ppsland Falcons 23 10 3 10 43 34 33 
\clbourne Knights 24 9 3 12 43 52 30 
illeen Inter 22 8 3 11 7a, 44 27 
sury-Wodonga 22 1 1 20 19 64 4 
National Youth League 1998/99 
NORTHERN DIVISION 
Final Table 
Team P WwW D L F A Pts 
1S. 28 20 7 1 103 19 67 
Iney Olympic 28 20 4 A 89 30 64 
Northern Spirit 28 20 2 6 68 24 62 
Newcastle Breakers 28 18 5 5 62 29 59 
M.vconi Fairfield 28 17 5 6 78 26 56 
NOWIS 28 17 3 8 69 33 54 
Votlongong Wolves 28 7 2 7 85 35 53 
OAS 28 15 2 11 72 44 47 
iney United 28 12 4 12 59 48 40 
Marconi Fairfield Colts 28 4 3 21 23 102 15 
ACTAS 28 7 3 18 38 73 24 
Northern Spirit Colts 28 4 a 21 23 102 15 
iney Olympic Academy 28 8 5 20 26 99 14 
Iney United Colts 28 4 1 23 29 97 13 
Vv llongong Wolves Colts 28 1 3 24 15 142 6 
ree PRICE TITLE 
|‘) Jimmy Hill Story : $50 12. David Beckham: My Story ‘3 
ly Sheringham My Autobiography $50 13. Frank Farina : My World is Round $25 
' | Atkinson ‘Big Ron’ $50 14. Tony Adams: Addicted $50 
\ itddo $45 15. Glenn Hoddle : World Cup Diary $50 
Final Score: Fashanu, Segers and Grobbelaar $50 16. Diego Maradona: Hand of God s/back $20 
pean Football Year Book 1998/99 $80 hiback $40 
'y Redknapp My Autobiography $60 17. George Best: A Portrait of a Legend $50 
iael Owen : two new books $250r$20 18. Fever Pitch $20 
z . : ba ater ps es ee Apr 99 edition od 19. Alex Ferguson: A will to Win $25 
10 hint Comps New 0k, $5 20. Fall Hooligan books: ‘England my England’ and others peas 


$35 21. A History of the FA Cup 
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| SOUTHERN DIVISION 
Elimination Semi Final 


(Saturday 1 May, 1999) 4 . . 
V8. 1 Wotsiovoules Zi Australian Adelaide City 
IANO IAD Gippsland Falcons 3 (Puca 75, 82, Pardo 90) Institute of Sport Youth League Squad 
ae } \ 4; ) Oi S = 
i Ar 2 re ae Preliminary Semi Final (Sunday 2 May, 1999) a 
SE _ Carlton 3 (Ouliaris 12, 28, Delic 72) 
( } South Melbourne 2 (own goal 52, Psonis 62) 
‘THERN 
LEADING GOA is . NORTHERN DIVISION . e ; 
Elimination Semi Final (Sunday 2 May, 1999) , | 7 P 
As of & May, 1279 after Bound 30 Northern Spirit 1 (R. Griffiths 10) OMANOWIGCZ — ' 
’ f 
Mark Hagger (Marconi Youth) 24 Newcastle: Breakers 0 } e. i Le ‘< ie to, ._s 
Keva Gulesseriann (AIS) 21 Preliminary Semi Final ¥ we. oo Mises SRR TY lr ir 
Simon Catanzaro (NSWIS) 20 | ALLS. v Sydney Olympic 
Daniel Kukucka (United Youth) 16 SOUTHERN DIVISION : ; . . 
Elias Demourtzidis (AIS) 13 Beal Final (Sunday 9 May, 1999) - ’ . Nick BUDIN 
reliminary Final (Sunday ay, 
Russe Miner vars) bs South Melbourne 3 (Kennedy 15, 34, 53) ef Ro oisby S SAR: este JO) 
van Ergic (AIS) 12 Gippsland Falcons 4 (Hutchinson 60, Puca 65, a 
Adrian Cervinski (Olympic Youth) 12 own goal 80, Duckworth 91 golden goal) 9 ie Nici ck SABINACS | 
Paul Tutureski (Wollongong Youth) 12 KORTHERN DIVIS! q - a : 
Adam Snyder (Spirit Youth) 11 Sea ae fa dig ting: 1592) ‘. Dustié aoe. 7" | 
: reliminary Semi Final (Sunday ay, i is" : 
Dylan MacAllistar (NSWIS) 11 AlS.0 Louis BRAIN 
Anthony Mondello (Marconi Colts) 1 Sydney Olympic 3 (Bakis 11, 35, Cervinski 88) 7 i> EO Soyer 
Jim Bakis (Olympic Youth) 11 National Youth League 1998/99 Pont ea » Ivano 
Daniel Watkins (Spirit Youth) 11 Results as of 17 May, 1999 
— = aaah 
SOUTHERN DIVISION , 
Elias DEMOURTZIDIS 
>) Divisional Grand Final 4 : ; 
SOUTHERN DIVISION (Saturday 15 May, 1999) 
LEADING GOALSCORERS Selle Sate cal 
Gippsland Falcons 0 
As of 4 May, 1999 after Round 30 
NORTHERN DIVISION 
Andrew Mashoian (South Melb) 18 | Preliminary Final (Saturday 15 May, 1999) 
Deniz Ekici (Carlton) 15 A.|.S. 4 (Gulesserian 16, Kennedy 42, 
Tony Ouiliaris (Carlton) 11 Milicevic 71, last 88) 
Ang Motsiopoulos (VIS) 9 Northern Spirit 2 (A. Griffiths 29, R. Griffiths 70) 
Scott McDonald (VIS 8 
teat Fi eee PRIN NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE GRAND FINAL MATCH OFFICIALS 
Naum Sekulovski (VIS) Divisional Play Off (Sunday 23 May, 1999) 
Alex Halikias (Gippsland) 8 Adelaide City 1 (McGregor golden goal) Referee: Pablo Solis 
aman Baycatat (South Melb) 7 Carlton 0 Assistant Referees: Nenad Kerkez and Branislav Minic 
Michael Gulino SPullees Inter) Fr NORTHERN DIVISION Fourth Official: Lewis Giuseffi 
ssikibe la NowaceveK (Carmen) eS Divisional Grand Final (Sunday 23 May, 1999) Inspector: David Rashleigh 
Krvoje Matkovic (Knights) , 6 A..S. 0 (A.I.S. won 3-2 on penalty kicks) 


= / Sydney Olympic 0 
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John Kosmina 


Aurelio Vidmar 


Some of Australia’s leading Soccer 
identities selections for today’s game. 


ALVIN CECCOLI 
(Socceroo, formerly with Wollongong Wolves, currently with AEK ATHENS in Greek 1 
Division) 

South Melbourne 1-0 
South Melbourne have been there in the final series for many years, won it last year, 
and they show each year why they're such a good team - they've performed well 
against these two teams through the year, and especially in a final, you saw what 
South Melbourne did to Carlton last year! 


CHRIS COYNE 

(Olyroo Defender, currently with WEST HAM in the English Premier League) 
South Melbourne 3-1 

| don’t know why | tipped this, | just did! 

MARK ROBERTSON 

(Olyroo Midfielder, currently with BURNLEY in the English 2nd Division) 
South Melbourne 2-1 

| think South Melbourne is the stronger team overall - says me the big tipster! 

SCOTT O'DONNELL 

(currently playing with Tampines Rovers in the S-League in Singapore) 
South Melbourne 1-0 


| think South Melbourne will be too strong to beat in Melbourne 


TONY POPOVIC 
(Socceroo, formerly with Sydney United, currently playing with Hiroshima Sanfrecce in 
J-League Japan) 

Sydney United 3-1 
| could never tip against Sydney United, my old club, and I'm sure they'll surprise all 
on Grand Final Day 


MATT HORSLEY 
(Captain, Wollongong Wolves) 

South Melbourne 2-1 
Experience and home town advantage will rule on the day. 


JOHN KOSMINA 
(Coach, Brisbane Strikers) 
South Melbourne 2-1 
The home ground advantage will put South Melbourne over the line. 


AURELIO VIDMAR 
(Socceroo, formerly with Adelaide City, currently with Hiroshima Sanfrecce in the 
J-League, Japan) 

South Melbourne 2-1 


As much as I'd like to see Dave Mitchell's young side get up, South Melbourne's 
Grand Final experience could prove too much 


HAYDEN FOXE 
(Olyroo Defender, currently with Hiroshima Sanfrecce in the J-Legue, Japan) 
South Melbourne 2-1 


I've gone for South as they have been there before and have the experience behind 
them, even though they are still a very young side. Good luck to both teams. 
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Statistics Season 1998/99 


HOME & AWAY TABLE 1998/99 


Home Away 

Team PI Ww D L F A Ww D L F A Pts 
Sydney United 28 11 2 1 #33 16 7 2 5 20' “AZ 

ith Melbourne 28 12 2 oO «30. . 16 5 4 5. 20 16 2 
Porth Glory | 28 9 2 a 30° 18 7 3 4 32 24 §3 
Marconi Fairfield 28 9 1 i 18 6 2 6 
Nowthern Spirit 28 9 2 BLS. lO 5 2 i 
A lelaide City — 28 10 3 1 2 8 3 3 8 
‘sy iney Olympic 28 10 3 7 esa, 1 2 4 8 
i weastle Breakers 28 6 5 3 19 - FS 5 2 7 
lwisbane Strikers 28 7 4 3 24 16 4 2 8 
Wi llongong Wolves 28 5 5 4 27 22 3 3 8 
(artton SC 28 7 2 > ee YT) 2 2 10 
Mulbourne Knights 28 6 2 6 21 18 2 S 9 
A \olaide Sharks 28 5 4 5. 24 -18 2 2 10 
(sland Falcons 28 4 4 6 a | 1 6 7 
( «berra Cosmos 28 3 1 10 11 23 1 2 11 


RESULTS SEASON 1998/99 LEADING 
‘ a se 8 2 2 GOALSCORERS 
» § : a ae So oe 23 
xs = & F G&S a = o “3 £ 8 Pablo Cardozo 18 
sy o os & phe a 2: £ es § ae : 
p22 ee FF 3 RF 5 gga § Sydney Olympic 
. S68 2 & 2 oF FF ge 2 ge BG ‘ ; 3 
fo SERS D PESTS SF F & 8 a ibe tae d 17 
n 
United OE 1-0 3-4..3-2 1-0 1-1 41 1-1 43. 24 2-1 2-4) 351 40 20 ‘eo coil 
Melboune 1-0 2-1 2.0 2.0 1-1 3-1 20 30 34 4-4 3-1 1-0 2-1 1.0 | | Brad Maloney 16 
' ry 3:1 2-1 2-2 20 1-2 2-2 01 60.01 30 31 2:4 10 3-1 Marconi Fairfield 
Mav ont Fairfield 2-0 5-3 34 1:0 10 2-1 0-1 1-2 3-3 0-2 20 40 5-1 2-1 ; ‘ 
Hovthean Spirit 1-2 1-0 1-0 40 1-0 0-2 0.0 1-1 1-0 34 214 24 1.0 1-2 | | Damian Mori 15 
elude City 3-2 1-10-1 20 20 1-0 1-0 30 4-4 3-0 3-0 5.0 0:0 1-0 Adelaide City 
iney Olympic 2-1 4-1, 3-1 5-0 2:3 2-1 BEB 2-1 2-1 2:2 3-2 3.0: 1.0 0.0 50 
How wile Breakers 0-4 0.0 32 1-2 1-1 1.0 1-1 1.0 34 1.0 22 22 1-2 21 | | Vaughan Coveny 14 
Welone Strikers 2-2 0-1 2-2 3-2 5-1 0-1 2-1 1-2 1.0 1-0 0:0 21 2-2 3-1 South Melbourne 
A ing Wolves 0-1 2-1 3-3 2-5 3-2 1-1 1-1 1-2 1-1 1-2 0.0 2.0 6-1 4-2 . 
Cc 1-3 0-3 1-2 1-2 1-2 4-1 00 3052 40 42 22 3.0 30 Alex Moriera 12 
Mollnwene Knights 0-1 0-1 1-1 1-2 2-3 3-1 2-1 1-0 3-2 1-2 21° 0-4 22 30 Carlton SC 
\ Sharks 1-2 1-1 1-3 2-3 23 1-0 4-1 3-1 1-250 1-1 1:0 0-0 1-1 7 r 
jp lund Falcons =0-0 1-4 0-3 0-0 1-1 1-0 1-0 0-1 0-2 0-3 24.0110 °° 1-1 Michael Curcija 12 
iCosmos 1-4 1-3 1-5 1-2 0-1 0-1 0-1 3-0 0-1 1-0 2-0 0-2 1-3 0:0 — South Melbourne 
SOUTH MELBOURNE SYDNEY UNITED GOALSCORERS 
GOALSCORERS 
Player 98/99 Total NSL 
Player 98/99 Total NSL Mile Sterjovski 19 
Vaughan Coveny 14 56 Joel Griffiths 8 
Mv }ael Curcija 12 Nathan Day 16 
y ; 28 Walter Ardone 13 
hl Anastasiadis 6 18 Jacob Burns 5 
ty an Lozanovski 5 17 See ob ty 3 
ee , avid Barrett 12 
Pana A 
Trimboli 3 96 Richard Plesa 
Nu} Orlic 3 13 Michael Santolab 
lorviel Basar 2 18 Dann Townsend 
David Mitchell 
lavony Polak 2 2 Joe Caleta 
Dyod Clarkson 1 28 Velimir Kupresak 
‘tov Panopoulos 1 14 Steve Eagleton 


ROLL OF HONOUR 


Player of the year 


4s Ericsson Cup Records a eee, ete Te — 


' Sydney Ci Morcon en Rowan leary lohes Koservir wade Sharks ~ tare 
ERICSSON = ' Nidote abs Sydney City plana compe tnd rs sia: cae A ss a oR vie Os ahdo Fives ald Wig [Nerney 
: ; : Moreen Hewdaserq Ivo Prskcalo (Marconi Edkte Kmeevie (Marcon ody we a i fa J ery bs a 
Elimination Final Goals Mtchs Ave ene cg ard oe Sycloey City Heder Jan Hermiston Brisbane bere) Jolin Sparnen (Sycieny Cay) Gary Cote Moe ay ia See tg Menon 
South Melbourne 5 —- Gippsland Falcons 1 (94/95 yo E) J Sydney City South Metbourne Bobby Russell (\dotvide City) Dawid Netchull (Adelante Cary) Gary Cole (Htendeterg) - 14 
Major potarit Francis Awaritefe 9 23 0.39 Melbourne Knights 3, Byers City aa Petor Katvales (Syclney Olympic) Dawid Lowe (Newcastle Ute) oti Kosmnina Eiptioay Ca 
een tes South Melbourne 2, $t Gown yO Jus Watsan tSyciney Ci . : Bere Ses 92d rai hack ronal 
Marconi Fairfield 7 - South Melbourne 0 (92/93 Marconi 4 s AEA: ae ere Cee tee | ees: | teassinettitans 
: South Metbourns ney Oyen mig Malta Adland Ci ony Franiban 1Casitserr Cn rj one slam — 
serie, second laa) Frank Farina 0.54 Sydney City 4, ee oes i aa air aaais Sal > -7 = RO 
inor Semi-Final : Marconi 1, Brunswick Sydney City Graham Honoyrnan (adelaide Sharks) Alan Hunter (Buistvines Lions) Chait sa 
Adelaide City 4 Wollongong Wolves 0 (92/93 series) Brisbane Strikers 2 <n i a 
Adelaide City 4 - Marconi Fairfield 0 (92/93 series, Damian Mori 8 Adelaide City 8 Adal City Slog Cipro iibiginpulebs signing ssg’s | Retard? tee (Spdvey Cay) 
second leg) Marshall Soper 7 Sydney Olympic 6, Grakani Arnold (Sycney Ute) (Syuiney Urb ~ 17 rene 
Preliminary Final Parramatta Eagles 1 a dow econ, 
Sydney Olympic 3 - Apia Leichhardt 0 (1984 series — Andrew Harper 6 Marconi 6 Frank Farnus (Marco) Jehin Marhveds (Siatshina) Fait Reval iMewecrt)sj6) Rol Resilecheiht 
fe Ne 3 * Morcom Sydney United Paul Wide (South Melbourne) 
h Bradley Hassell 6 Adelaide City 6 
nort ern vision) ; , ’ radley Hasse! elaide City Frank Farina (Mareoev) Paul Trrmbok (South Matocarnd) Frank Fanna (Marcon) 17 Bruan Garvey. 
Marconi Fairfield 4 — Adelaide City 1 (95/96 series) Paul Trimboli 6 South Melbourne 6 forex edie Cig Sask siatenlrliesis el el Seth i ___(Saauths Melbsoumed 
Grand Final Carl Veart 6 Adelaide City 6 Sidoey Olen Moco : Fajen AG DilRecee ghd OER NGM South Maoh: = Zt Nasiest Otarsnd «23 Sern Maran Marsond 
7 ‘ : 4 " South Mulbourne bourne Knight Milan Wwanowe: (Adelande City! faull haut PAssenrel ete Sap ty 
No team has won a grand final by more than two ate fg : ree g etc tne 5 Acklaike City Matouema Kugies ug Dale btoaume Kg) Rearrange ber ; 
oals arlie Egan jouth Melbourne (WolergengWohesd | 
eed Melbourne 4 — Heidelberg 2 (1 984 series — oie ae 7 peta ee Mareora Adelaide City Paid Trimbell (South Mottscurri) Stews Cones (Marenrs) Jim Pyrqahos 
hte : rad Ma i + 
“earthed ee el bi a ‘" y 5 weasel a pic 1, AAcholacte City Mailbourne Krghts Mark Viduka (Mattcaime Keaghtd Mark Viduka (Mallbourpso Kreis) Guth Mobowne) 
- -n mn eh. ‘ totooursn Kivi 
4 aney ity d . "Sy eaie ( series orthe Steve Maxwell 5 Adelaide City 5 Miultiouree Kavights Advliide Cay Mark Vetuks (Melboumne Kimejhite) Maik Viduho (Melbourne Krveghts) ~~ Bazie aeaeg 
ivision grand final) Seraio Melta 5 Adelaide City 5 Suaracts , Uaeleourne Krsghts | 
Adelaide City os Sydney Olympic 1 (1986 series — Fale Rates: © econ S urh: Knights Marcon Daman Mon (Adelaide City) Goran Lazaevowaki (Ackelaicky Cay) Fae 
national grand final — second leg) B ick 3 Briana Strikers Synoy United Kraseria Manusie(Speiety United} “Kasay Whraan (Brndbino Sinkers) : dots Ferm Peach Cr 
Sydney Olympic 2 - Marconi Fairfield 0 (89/90 | | Wade 8 det ap a ae ER ero 
ydney ympic — Marcon! Fairhel South Melbourne 2 South Melbourne Citron Poul Trimboli (South Melbourne) Brett Emerton (Sydney Ohyngse) Darna Mos Anmpe Postecaghau 
series) ctelaxte Cay) - 19 (Senutty Moltraurine) 


Melbourne Knights 2 - Adelaide City 0 (94/95 series) 
Brisbane Strikers 2 - Sydney United 0 (97/97 series) 


ALL-TIME FINALS GAMES RECORDS © 


RECORDS ALL-TIME ALL-TIME ERICSSON CUP TABLE 


Mtchs W D_ L Goals Clubs played for and 
number of appearances ERICSSON CUP GOALSCORERS TEAM PW L F A Pts* 
in finals games 
ALL THE ERICSSON CUP , pio ” Player Goals Apps Average South Melbourne 609 170 962 703 1023 
CHAMPIONS WITH RUNNERS UP Alex Tobin — 37 elaide City 37 Marconi 609 179 1055 744 1004 
. Milan Wanovic 32 Adelaide City 32 hod Brown 137 346 0.40 Adelaide City 609 193 Koa. HA 
Season Champion Runners up Francis Awaritefe 29 Melbourne Knights 9, lolin Kosmina 133 289 0.46 Sydney Olympic 583 193 734 BSD 
a am ol bmanior 12 2a ag || rer I a a 
. lelbourn 
1979 Marconi Heidelberg Mike Petersen Heidelberg 4, Brunswick | ‘ ‘ c . phir ee ! i oy Held Adelaide Sharks < 507 aad 776 oi 
1980 Sydney City Heidelberg ee 5, South Melbourne 19 Gury Cole 109 246 0.44 Wollongong Wolves 481 203 §82 
1981 Sydney Ci South Melb Paul Trimboli South Melbourne 28 A h Brisbane Strikers 215 
yaney City outh Melbourne lai Ivan Kelic 105 250 0.42 { Ch 284 
i . i ippsland Falco 
1982 Sydney City St George Jos Mullen Adelaide City 26 : Gippsland Falcons 189 7 224 
" Sergio Melta Adelaide City 24 Warren Spink 104 273 0.38 Newcastle Break. 
1983 St George Sydney City lan Gray Apia Leichhardt 3 lahn Markovski 103 313 033 fees ers 191 89 198 
1984 South Melbourne Sydney Olympic pba % ‘ : ‘ erth Glory 80 27 127 
. é Marconi 20 rok Farina 102 206 0.50 Canberra Cosmos 113 69 78 
1985 Brunswick Sydney City Gary Phillips South Melbourne 19, Mark Jankovics 99 227 0.44 Carlton 54 20 76 
1986 Adelaide City Sydney Olympic Brisbane Strikers 4 Poul Trimboli % 345 een Northern. Spit rs - 
1987 Leichhardt Preston Steve Maxwell Adelaide City 22 Aadlrew Harper 92 373 034 
1988 Marconi Sydney United Damian Mori Melbourne Knights 2, ro" Coma 88 593 0:40 see We kp =r cae games excluded. 
. * ‘ r fe ints i i 
1989 Marconi Sydney United Adelaide City 21 Charlie Egan 83 178 0:47 sed on 3 points for a win, 1 point for a draw. 


1989/90 
1990/91 
1991/92 
1992/93 
1993/94 
1994/95 
1995/96 
1996/97 
1997/98 


UTS Olympic 
South Melbourne 
Adelaide City 
Marconi 

Adelaide City 
Melbourne Knights 
Melbourne Knights 
Brisbane Strikers 
South Melbourne 


Marconi 
Melbourne Knights 
Melbourne Knights 
Adelaide City 
Melbourne Knights 
Adelaide City 
Marconi 

Sydney United 
Carlton 


ATTENDANCE RECORDS FOR 
FINALS SERIES 


Highest: 94,800 (96/97 series) 


Lowest: 43,800 (1988 series} 


RECORD CROWDS 
Elimination Final 
25,067 Perth Glory v Adelaide City (98/99 series) 
Major Semi-Final 
14,850 South Melbourne v Carlton (97/98 series) 
Minor Semi-Final 
27,556 Perth Glory v Marconi (98/99 series) 
Preliminary Final 
11,507 South Melbourne v Adelaide City 
(90/91 series) 
Grand Final 
40,446 Brisbane v Sydney Utd (96/97 series) 


ALL-TIME ERICSSON CUP GAME RECORDS 


Vlayer 

Serglo Melta 
Milo O"Shea 
“lox Tobin 
‘eg Selemidis 
‘ry Phillips 
Lanny Wright 
‘sham Jennings 
Kol Brown 
Lwvid Lowe 
Maul Trimboli 


Years 


1977-95 
1977-96 
1984-99 
1977-94 
1982-97 
1980-97 
1979-94 
1983-98 
1982-97 
1987-99 


Games Goals 
445 64 
406 13 
405 27 
BRS. «26 
BE. 20 
353 (49 
351 14 
346 137 
345 381 


ALL-TIME ERICSSON CUP 
COACHING RECORDS 


Coach 


Frank Arok 
Zoran Matic 


Manfred Schaefer 


Rale Rasic 

Raul Blanco 
Eddie Thomson 
John Margaritis 
Len McKendry 
David Ratcliffe 
Les Scheinflug 


Years 


1982-98 
1986-99 
1977-99 
1977-98 
1979-96 
1980-89 
1977-93 
1980-91 
1987-97 
1977-89 


NSL games 


Alex Tobin 


a Leading the way 


Wires Alex Tobin was approached to sign with Adelaide City 
in 1984 he hadn't heard of the club. He didn’t even know 
there was a national soccer league. 


How ironic that in little more than a season, Tobin - who has 

played 405 games - almost certainly will break the record 
for Ericsson Cup appearances. Former teammate Serge 

Malta holds the record with 445. Mike O'Shea (406) is 
the only other player to break 400. 


But its championships that matter to Tobin - he 
has played in each of City’s three national triumphs. 


While a fourth rarely looked possible this season, 
Tobin feels he has another championship left in him, 
perhaps this season. 


As for the Socceroos, he has no intention of 
retiring. In a few weeks he will add to his record 87 
appearances when the Socceroos play the FIFA 
World Stars. Then comes Manchester United and 
later in the year, Brazil. 


Tobin took up the game purely by chance. He was 

a nine-year-old at St Leonard’s Primary School in 
suburan Adelaide when a soccer team was 
organised. 


He later joined Birkalla, playing in the under 
12, 13 and 14 teams, where he was coached by 
FIFA referee Don Campbell. He made his 
senior debut as a 16-year-old in 1984, agains! 
Adelaide City's second division team. 


Watching this day was City's Ericsson 
Cup coach Edmund Kreft. Tobin signed 
with City, after only four games with 

Birkalla. 


He made his Ericsson Cup debut 
on May 14, 1984 - a 0-1 away loss to 
South Melbourne. Tall and gangly, 
there was little hint of the career 
that was to unfold. 


He was to make his mark as 4 
quick, strong and clean tackling 

defender, who never seemed! 
to lose his cool. Remarkably, 

not once has he been sent 
off. 


The highlights 
Tobin’s 405 games 
have been _ the 
championships wor 
— in 1986, 1992 and 
1994 under Coacl 
Zoran Matic. 


y were all tough, but the first (against Sydney 
c) was the sweetest,” Tobin said. "We were 
little hope after losing the first leg (in 
/e). But we knew we could turn it around in 


y if we scored first (a 3-1 win) and that’s what 


ied." 


n has had only three regular goalkeepers 
| him - Steve McNally, Robert Zabica and 
Petkovic. 

vesitates when asked to nominate the best 
he's played again in the Ericsson Cup in the 
5 seasons. While John Kosmina, Frank Farina 
ark Vikuka were quick, strong and lethal, he 


mbers Marconi’s Zlatko Nastavski being an 


and brilliant finisher’. 


the Socceroos he’s had to mark some of the 
greatest, including Ronaldo, Argentinian hero 
| Batistuta, and the maestro, Eric Cantona. It 
satistuta’s deflected shot off Tobin in a 
rous River Plate Stadium in Buenos Aires, 
ook Argentina to the 1994 World Cup. 


n Tobin approached his 400th game (against 


« Adelaide Sharks) he had to deal with the 


ble questions, When would he retire, how 
nore games could play? 


fas the only time this season Tobin looked 


ly like losing his cool. “I haven't thought of 
ent. Until | get some physical signs the body 
oping | intend to play as long as | can. How 
/ears that is - | can’t tell you." 


Meno Toutsidis 


Read every week in British Soccer Week 


match reports from 


ALL DIVISIONS 


of the UK leagues, including 

Domestic, European and World Cup 
campaigns of your favourite 

ational and international team. 
FIXTURES * NEWS * REPORTS 

— TEAM AND PLAYER PROFILES 
LL NEW EUROPEAN SECTION! 


ICCER SOCCER SOCCER 
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Voment 


[' time to sit back and 
relax, and share a Soft 
y and the US» Sombrero moment with 

with Aussies abroad and the 
; Four Diegos. 


| RANK JURIC- FORTUNA DUSSELDORF - 
GERMAN 2ND DIVISION 


Diegos: “Frank, — it 


VINNIE GRELLA - EMPOLI - ITALY SERIE A 
Diegos: "Your first hit- 
out for Italian club, Empoli 


— 
~ 
oD 
xe 

x3 

“ 

® 3 

: 
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VHS. 68 Min 


inids like you've formed 
our very own Aussie 
accor Rat Pack over there. 
lell is a litthke about the 
witian girls - have you 
jot a German girlfriend 
md is she a Claudia 
‘hullor looks alike?” 


Juric: “Well actually 
laudia lives down the 
wil rom me, so | see her 

ll the time." 
Diegos: “Have Ou 
he sure fire ‘Four 


was against the mighty 
Juventus in front of 
45,000 people at the 
Stadio Del Alpi, and you 
marked none other than, 
France's World Cup hero, 
Zinedine Zidane. 


We just want to know, 
did you welcome him with 
a good old fashioned 
Springvale City tackle 
from behind and say ‘Hi, 
I'm Vinnie Grella from 
Australia, who are you?’." 


method of meeting a supermodel - going Grella: "No none of that. To tell you the truth, | 
vt to her place and asking for a cup of sugar?” didn’t get near him. He was that quick and nimble. It 


hivic: “Actually she comes over to me - she knows Wa as though he was born on another planet. He 
yi" was just a freak. 


HAYDEN FOXE - SANFRECCE HIROSHIMA - JOHN ALOIS! - COVENTRY CITY - ENGLISH 


THE VIDEOS 

> "Fun and Games” Vol.1 (ages 6-10) 65 mi 
> "Fun and Games” Vol.2 (ages 6-10) 65 mii 
> ’Advanced Technique Training” Vol.3 
(ages 11-14) 85 min. 


> ’Advanced Technique Training” Vol.4 
(ages 11-14) 85 min. 


THE BOOK 

Basic Training” gives easy to understand ba: 
information for training and educational su 
port for boys and girls ages 6-14 as well a: 


JAPANESE J LEAGUE 


i 
" 


| States. What was 
playing the Yanks on 


ime to get my Tirst 


jos: “You made 
debut for the 
00s against the 


lebut, and did Bill 
n and = Monica 
ky play any part in 
pre-game 
‘inment?” 
"It was really 
l've been waiting a 


with the national 


| was hoping to play 


ears ago but injuries 


PREMIER LEAGUE 


Diegos: "Stan Lazaridis’ 
team, West Ham, played 
Coventry just after 
Christmas. Did you and 
Stan cross paths on the 
pitch, and was there time 
to give Stan a traditional 
Aussie ‘wedgy or fuzz nut’ 
welcome?” 


Aloisi: “Actually | did 
start that game, but | 
didn't get a chance to 
give Stan a wedgy. It 
would've been something 
| would've loved to do 
though. We had a chat just 


wnpered my peorees. As far as Bill and Monica are before the kick off and during the game a little bit, 
iwerned well... unfortunately Raul wouldn't let us but | was trying to concentrate because it was the 
ci) that type of entertainment before a match first game | started in so | couldn't really talk that 
iywary." much.” 


variety of different training methods. 132 p 


For further information please contact: 


Coaching and Development Department, Soccer Australia on: (02) 9380 6099. = 


STAN LAZARIDIS - WEST HAM - ENGLISH 
PREMIER LEAGUE 


Diegos: “Recently in 
the English ‘Match of the 
Day’ weekly highlights 

ackage on SBS TV, the 

iegos where cheering 
you on as you twinkle 
toed past three Arsenal 
defenders and threaded 
an incisive through ball to 
our team mate, lan 

right in a goal-scoring 
position. He proceeded to 
miss the chance and the 
Hammers lost the London 
derby 1-0. Now that 
you're one of the stars of 
the team, we want to know how you handle those 
situations. Do you let him have it in the change 
rooms after the game, do you back-stab him to your 
other team mates or do you just give him a hug of 
sympathy in the showers and say better luck next 
time?” 

Lazaridis: "When you lose a game, you look back 
and try to work out where you could've got a point 
from or where you could’ve won the game. When 
you look back at that game, that was our best chance 
of the game. So you might ask your teammate the 
question in a polite sort of a way, querying what went 
wrong. lan Wright is a class player. He scores and 
misses a lot of goals. That's the lot of a striker, | 
suppose. It’s frustrating from my point of view, if 
you're a creator because you want to see your good 
work converted to goals. |t makes you look good and 
earns the team valuable points as well. | wouldn't 
hug him in the showers ever, let alone after he has 
missed a goal.” 


NED ZELIC - TSV 1860 MUNICH - GERMAN 
BUNDESLIGA 


Diegos: “When asked, 
many years ago, why you 
didn't make — yourself 
available to play for 
Australia | during the 
Atlanta Olympics, you 
were quoted as saying, 
‘that playing for Australia 
doesn't always put the 
Coco Pops on the table’, 
What are the Coco pops 
like in Germany? 


Zelic: “Well, !'m still an 
avid fan of Coco Pops. | 
mix them with some 
Frosties and have them 
every morning. It’s a great start to the day. 


Diegos: “You have been the only Australian player 
to ever be selected to play for a FIFA All- Star team. 
Who have been some of the players that you've 
Pasyee with in these games and how did they cope 
with the Aussie ‘Dencorub on the jock strap’ prank in 
the dressing before the game?” 


Zelic: "There were quite a few players - Lothar 
Matthaus, Jurgen Klinsman, George Weah, Redondo 
from Argentina and numerous other stars. Maradona 
was supposed to turn up as well. He was one of my 


boyhood heroes but didn't rock up in the end, which — 


was disappointing. Perhaps he had heard of the 
‘Dencorub on the jock geal prank and decided he 
wasn’t going to take the risk.” 


MARK SCHWARZER - MIDDLESBROUGH - 
ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 


Diegos: " Back in 1993, 
in the cut throat World 
Cup qualifier against 
Canada, it seemed that 
your winning — penalty 
shoot out save and 
subsequent hot and spicy 
kiss from teammate, 
Aurelio Vidmar, triggered 
a professional career 
overseas. Looking back, 
was it the save against 
Canada or Aurelio’s kiss 
that did it for you?” 


Schwarzer: “It was a bit 
of both, | must say. The 
save obviously did help 
me but the kiss inspired me." 


JOHN FILAN - BLACKBURN ROVERS - ENGLISH | 
PREMIER LEAGUE 


Diegos: “Mark 
Bosnich has had a 
couple of well 
publicised spats 
with English 
supporters behind 
his goal over the 

ears. What is the 
unniest thing 
opposition 
supporters have 
said to you? 


Filan: "The 
weirdest experience I’ve ever had was when | firit 
signed at Blackburn. A lady came in at one of the 1 
club's signing sessions and got so excited that she 
took off her Sise leg and wanted me to sign it. The 
only problem was that it still had a shoe and stocking 
on it. You get used to some weird things over here. 


TONY VIDMAR - GLASGOW RANGERS - 
SCOTTISH PREMEIR LEAGUE 


Diegos: ” The Four 
Diego's Scottish 
correspondent, Jimmy 
Diego, tells us you scored 
against Hamilton 
Academicals in the 
Scottish FA Cup. It was 


your first goal for the club 
and no doubt a special 
moment for you. How did 
you celebrate the goal? 
Did you slip on a kilt and 
lay an imaginary 
agpipe around the 
corner flag to get into the 
Scottish groove of goal 
celebration?” 


74 ] 


Vilmar:" Yes | actually slipped on the kilt for the 

ion. | made sure the public got a glimpse of 

‘ii is under an aussies’ kilt. | don't know whether 
(hwy appreciated the sight though.” 


WWANNY TIATTO - MANCHESTER CITY - ENGLISH 
“ND DIVISION 


| wogos: "In Manchester 
is ie United boys that 
vii) to be the ones who 
ye! 10 go out with the 
‘yu Girls, drive flashy 
a and make obscene 
Wiunts of money. The 
boys on the other 
wil, appear to do it 
without as much 
jhimour, trappings and 
having little or no chance 


tenia 


“ili the Spice Girls. 
Whiit’s it like in 
Mon hester when you're 


playing for Manchester 


‘ily vather than United?” 


I) \\(o: "The majority of ‘City’ supporters live in 
Muichester whereas many of the ‘United’ supporters 
wi from outside the city. They tend to be the 
jyile who choose United because they are a 
Wing team. It’s really weird. It seems that everyone 
ivitu) in’ Manchester hates Manchester United, and 

auld rather follow ‘City’. That unfortunately doesn't 
tr ‘A ihe eee Girls going out with them rather than 
‘ sgn. 


NICK RIZZO - CRYSTAL PALACE - ENGLISH 1ST 
DIVISION 


Iveqos: “Our resident 
physiotherapist, Dr. 
vom, tells us that the 
lnolich are a little behind 
lw /\\ssies when it comes 
‘tlie treatment of sports 
ct $. Was it the 
htomy your English 
lal doctor was 
iHteyipting to give you 
lw treating your bad 
(hat compelled you 

i-furn home and seek 
usu medical advice?” 


Nv vo:" | had a scan and 
iglish doctors said 
‘lidn't need an operation, so | asked permission 
ie home. When | got home | went to see a 
jv vilist. He looked at me and asked ‘What the hell 
("| was told that the English doctors had given 
@ wrong knee brace. Apparently it was the 
(1 {hat you wear when you come back to play. So 
\y \ussie specialist replaced the brace with the 
of one and instead of being out for three 
///5 as Originally estimated, I've been told that I'll 

ly out for two months, which makes me feel a 
Vhetter.” 


jr 


!ANSEL BASER - TRABZONSPOR - TURKISH 1ST 
HIVISION 


Iyogos: "A tradition in Turkey with some clubs 
laughter a sheep on the ground before the 
yi and smear the blood on the forehead of the 
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players to inspire them ta 

reat feats. Have you 

een smeared with 
sheep's blood yet, and 
after a poor performance 
has the crowd ever 
considered _ substitutin 
the sheep with the coach 
to guarantee victory?” 


Baser: " You wouldn't 
believe that that actually 
occurred three weeks ago. 
They get the blood and 
they wipe it on your 
forehead as a sign of luck 
and good fortune. | personally 
from those types of initiations. 
blood, 
squirm.” 

Diegos: "There is something about slaughtering a 


sheep on the tarmac of a Turkish airport that doesn't 
conjure up great visions of pre-match preparation?” 
Baser: "Yeah, it's a little different to what Ange 


Postecoglou used to do at South Melbourne that's 
for sure.” 


refer to keep away 
: he sight of anyone's 
in particular sheep's blood, makes me 


KEVIN MUSCAT - WOLVERHAMPTON 
WANDERERS - ENGLISH 1ST DIVISION 
Diegos: "Playin 
at Wembley aa 
have been a great 
experience for you. 
Do the Wembley 
minders tell you not 
to shake the Queen's 
hand with the hand 
that you put the 
dencorub on with?” 


Muscat: 
"Thankfully it wasn’t 
ed that came down 

ut I'm sure that whoever it was got a good dose of 
dencorub third degree burn Fone ay hendehake.” 


PAUL AGOSTINO - TSV 1860 MUNICH - 
GERMAN BUNDESLIGA 


Diegos: “You have 
had great ersonal 
success with TSV 1860 
Munich in the German 
Bundesliga, especially last 
season where you \P ayed 
In every game. ou get 
to scrub the back of a true 
Aussie legend, Ned Zelic, 
in the TSV showers after 
each training session and 
game. Has Ned finally 
taken The Four Diegos 
advice and waxed his 
back?” 


Agostino: “Let's get 
one thing straight - he scrubs my back! As far as Ned 
waxing his back is concerned, | have no comment to 
make about that because I'm sure it will get back to 
him some how and | have to see him everyday.” 


The Four Diegos 


(Unofficial) Ericsson Cup Soccer 
OZ Awards 


Nomination for the “Best Performance in a Post-Match 
Press Conference” Award of the Season 


1. Adelaide City coach, Zoran Matic for this gem after his 
team’s woeful effort against the Knights in Round 20... 


“We completely died. We stuffed it up completely. This 
team is not fit mentally. In the second half there was so 
much space between our back line and the attack, you could 
have sold it as a vacant block. But | will fix it.” 


Nomination for the "Most Innovative Coaching 
Strategy” of the Season 


Goes to (the now former) Carlton Coach Eddie Krncevic 
who, when asked how he was going to combat John 
Markovski's goal-scoring threat against his team in Round 13, 
replied, “Take him out night clubbing the night before the 
game." 


Nomination for the “I'm Sure We Can Win... 
| Think!" Award of the Season 


“It will be good to meet my old mate David Mitchell. 
Sydney United are a great side playing a bit below their 
capability, they are certainly beatable - even by us!" 


The big headed, super confident caretaker coach of the 
Canberra Cosmos, Tony Brennan, prior to his team's Round 
12 game versus Sydney United. Surprise, surprise, the 
Cosmos lost 2-0. 


Nominations for the "Jimmy & Tammy Baker — Praise the 
Lord — it's a miracle” Award Of The Season 


1. Marconi coach, Frank “I've found God" Farina who 
after his team’s unconvincing 2-1 win in Round 26 against 
Carlton, proclaimed to his brethren “Yes Jesus, Holy Mary - 
there is a God - We are still alive". 


2. A disappointed ‘Visa Vid Horvat’ after the Knights 
game versus the Sharks in Round 10 said... 


“It's the first time | can say that I'm really disappointed 
with a result and I'm tempted to ask why God doesn't like 
us.” 

Nomination for the ‘It was El Nino’s Fault’ Award of the 
Season 

Goes to Sydney Olympic coach, Branco Culina who said 
after his loss against Marconi in Round 9... 

“We weren't beaten by a better side, We were beaten by 
other elements." 

Nomination for the “Best Calls” Award of the Season 


“Usually it takes two to tango but it takes three to tango 
when you tango with John Markovski" 

ABC TV special comments man - 
Glory V Northern Spirit in Round 2. 


"If he is 10 metres from the ball then I’m an astronaut, 
referee!” 


Alan Hunter - Perth 


...make it two to Senor Hunter, this time during the game 
between Sydney Olympic and Adelaide City in Round 15. 


“Pezos is right up Lozanovski's clacker !" 


C7 guest commentator Alan Davidson describing how 
tightly Adelaide Sharks defender, Paul Pezos was marking 


? T | e 
RAUL BLANCO 


(Coach Olyroos, caretaker Coach Socceroos) 


South Melbourne 100% 


|-xerience will tell in the grand final, and South Melbourne have been th 
done that. They have the players, the blend of experience and youth and it an 


Sth Melbourne's Goran Lozanovski during their Round 2 
encounter. 


ser them through. 
Nomination for the “Best Nickname” Award of the 
Season ZtLJKO KALAC 
‘The Flying Sheep Farmer’ (50 ceroo, formerly with Sydney United, currently with RODA JC in the 
Nickname given to Sth Melbourne KIWI international Dutch Ist Division) 
striker, Vaughan Coveny by C7 - Sports Australia Soccer Sydney United 4 


Commentator - Greg Blake . 
| picked Sydney United for obvious reasons, being the minor premiers, they 


Nomination for the "I'll Say Something Nice About You wiv obviously the best team in the League! 


If You Say Something Nice About Me - NOT” Award of 
the Season... 


Goes to Northern Spirit coach, Graham Arnold and 
Carlton coach, Eddie Krncevic in Round 3. 


In reply to Arnold's description of Carlton as being ‘One 
Hell of a Team” 


Krncevic said “To be honest, | don’t think Northern Spint 
is much chop!" 


Please Eddie, learn the script... 


Nomination for the “Gees | Wish | Hadn't Said That" 
Award of the Season 

“We'll wine them and dine them and be perfect hosts of 
Sunday but the points are staying here." 

Pre-game prediction from Knights president, Stevé 
Mandekic prior to the round 8 clash with South Melbourne 


South reportedly ate well, drank well, thanked the Knight# 
for their hospitality and took the points anyway. 


LES SCHEINFLUG 
(National Youth Coach) 
South Melbourne 3-2 
| like Sydney United but feel the more established champions will win it. 


SHANE PRYCE 
(Captain, Newcastle Breakers) 
South Melbourne 2-0 


ther experience and playing in thei i ig di i ; 
the better and big match players. ir home state is a big difference with Souths having 


(hE STERREY 
(Louch, Newcastle Breakers) 
Sydney United 1-0 


With a young team, they might get Souths th i i 
Bhs sokeatipal toe: Ney night 9 s the second time around in what would cap 


Nomination for the “I wish | was Nostradumus” Award 


JOHN 
of the Season ALOISI 


fv : splay? Ata with Adelaide City, currently with Coventry City in the English 


South Melbourne 2-1 


\Il buck South because they're playing in Melbourne, and they’ t fi 
“perience - they won last Sear andd they'll do it again this test 4 pornels 


Goes to ABC TV soccer special comments man, Alar 
Hunter, who proclaimed prior to the game between Sydney 
Olympic & Marconi in Round 18 that... 


"This game has got the makings of an absolute 
cliffhanger!" 


For the record Sydney Olympic won the game 5-0 anil VINCE GRELLA 
should have won 55-0, (Olyoo Midfielder, formerly with Carlton currently with Empoli in the Italian Serie-A) 
Good try Big Al... just remind us not to ask you for a South Melbourne 1-0 


Melbourne Cup tip next year. a 
ae y Hc suse they're a very strong team and they've been in that situation before 


PETER ZOIS 


MOlyioo Goalk i : : 
Dull Me st Divs)” formerly with South Melbourne, currently with NAC Breda in the 
South Melbourne 4 


Maybe I'm being a little bit bias but going on last season, they've got more 


mp fees ey Neiplayed well in the semis and | think they‘re quite hungry to do the 


Nomination for the “Good advice to young aussies 
about to sign for Leeds United” 


Award of the Season 


Goes to Marconi coach, Frank Farina who, when asker 
what advice he would offer to young Aussie players who arg 
wanted by Leeds United, but told they cannot play fol 
Australia if they sign, replied: 


"Sign the contract then tell them to get stuffed”. 
“Best Recruiting Drive” Award of the Season 


Goes to Adelaide Sharks coach, Adrian Santrac who in the 
lead up to the game against Melbourne Knights in Round 24 
asked the question: 


“Anyone want a game?" 


RAPHAEL BOVE 


Olyoo Defender, formerly wit j i : 
‘ute! First Division) erly with Sydney Olympic, currently with Heerenveen in the 


Sydney United 1-0 


ydiey United will go out, have some fun and snatch a victory - David Mi i 
‘iw toam relaxed, while the pressure will be on South Melbourne ee ee a 
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Some of Australia’s leading Soccer 
identities selections for today’s game. 


Raul Blanco 


John Aloisi 


an tll 


Raphael Bove 


ACROSS: 


. Hosted the 1962 World Cup 


. This season's leading 
goalscorer 


. Arguably Brazil’s greatest 
goalkeeper 


. Nickname of Marconi 
12. Often enjoyed at a game 


15. Three-time European player 
of the year 

16. Ericsson Cup coach of the 
year in 198 


18.A delicate chip 
19. It gives a soccer ball shape 


20. Perth Glory’s much travelled 
forward 


24. Former Socceroo goalkeeper, 
who sounds rapacious 


25. What strikers aim for 


. Medal for today’s fairest and 
best player 


. NSL top goalscorer in 1996- 
97 season 


. Perth Glory’s Kiwi defender 


. Ericsson Cup leading 
goalscorer in 1985 


. Socceroo star now playing in 
Germany 


. Winner of English player of 
the year 


10.An Ericsson Cup referee 
11. Top South Melbourne striker 


12. Brazilians do it when 
celebrating 


13. Scotland’s Diamonds 


14. Manchester United Irish 
midfielder 


17.Sometimes it prevents a goal 
21. Sydney United striker 


22. It covered the Ericsson Cup 
this season 


23. Noise 


Solution for this Week's 
Soccerwords 
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9 you want to be a Socceroo! 


'y all started somewhere, learning their trade as 
iors before following their dream to play in the 
ted green and gold jersey. 


irk Bosnich, Harry Kewell, and Ned Zelic are an 
iple of hundreds of players who have carved out 
ustrious career playing both for Australia and 
European clubs. They are also fully aware of the 
‘tance of developing players at a young age. 


it is where Rooball comes in. Essentially Rooball 
s' soccer. That is, they play on smaller fields with 
layers, fewer rules and modified equipment. As 
ilt, there are more goals and a lot more fun. 


oball helps young players develop the skills 
ed for all positions and players can later make a 
on about which position they enjoy the most. 


ided into four age groups, both boys and girls 
\couraged to play. Under-7s and Under-8s play 
a-side on a quarter of an adult sized pitch. 
9s and Under-10s play nine-a-side on half an 
sized pitch. 


dball helps develop active children, as it lets 
exercise in a fun and safe environment. There is 
hance of injury in Rooball as players must wear 
ads to protect themselves and referees ensure 
ay. 


lers in action. 9 


Socceroo star Ned Zelic. 


It's about children playing together, making 
friends, having fun and learning the benefits of team 
participation and sport. It's the way soccer is meant 
to be played... just for fun! 


Rooball games are played between local teams so 
there is less travelling and less expense. All that is 
really asked of parents is your support and positive 
encouragement of the Roobell spirit; that is 
emphasis on fun and participation rather than on 
winning! 


However, parents can become involved as 
referees, coaches or managers of Rooball teams. 


There is no obligation towards parents as Rooball 
clubs are set up and ready to roll. If you want to be 
involved in your children’s sporting activities, there is 
always a place for parents on the Rooball team. 


Rooball is generally played in the clubs from 
March to September each year. Most clubs accept 
registrations from February onwards. A minimum 
club registration fee provides great value. All that a 
player needs are a pair of soccer boots, shinpads and 
a soccer ball to practise with at home. 


Schools often play Rooball all year round. 


For further information on playing Rooball, please 
contact your State/Territory soccer Association or 
local club, 


_ /utegraphs 


ee: 
our future champions. 
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SOCCER CLUB 
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Pe KUPRES K on 


. 


pees = 
a 


x 
; wat 
Nat ar 
Steve BERRY, 
a 12 ¥ pan LAUREN 
; pm JSS@MORIC < 


Joe.CcA CALETA. 
ne 


: 


rr) 


16 George GO j 
3 F é 
17. Jin TSEKINI 

18 Robert LIPAROTI. 
20. 39 Chris JONES CN 


22 Mustafa MUSTAFA~ . 


~ Peter BENNETT 
Mike GIBSON 
Coach — Ange POSTECOGLOU Goach >David MITCHELL 


Today's Match Officials 
Referee: Simon Micallef Assistant Referees: John Bowdler 4th Official: Mark Shield 


Carlo Graser 
Match Inspector: Roger Lamb 


1999 Ericsson Cup Final Series proudly sponsored by 
ERICSSON 2 | Mitre|> 


1999 Ericsson Cup Television Partners 
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